MLK Day Reading: Amos 5:11-15, 21-24

In this section, the prophet Amos urges the people to choose life: to choose to do
the right thing, avoiding bribery and injustice and focusing on justice.

Amos 5

(11) "Surely, because you impose a tax on the
poor and exact a levy of grain from him; you
have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall
not live in them, you have planted delightful
vineyards, but shall not drink their wine. (12)
For I have noted how many are your crimes,
and how countless your transgressions— you
enemies of the righteous, you takers of bribes,
you who subvert the cause of the needy in the
gate! (13) Surely, at such a time the prudent
person keeps silent, for it is an evil time. (14)
Seek good and not evil, that you may live, and
that the Eternal, Adonai Tzva'ot, may truly be
with you, as you think. (15) Hate evil and love
good, and establish justice in the gate; perhaps
the Eternal, the God of Hosts, will be gracious
to the remnant of Joseph.

(21) I loathe, I spurn your festivals, I am not
appeased by your solemn assemblies. (22) If
you offer me burnt offerings—or your meal
offerings— I will not accept them; I will pay no
heed to your gifts of fatlings. (23) Spare me the
sound of your hymns, And let me not hear the
music of your lutes. (24) Instead, let justice
well up like water, righteousness like an
unfailing stream.
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