The (SHORT) Megillah
1:1 [Now it came to pass] in the days of Ahasuerus––this is the Ahasuerus
who reigned from India to Ethiopia––[which included] a hundred twentyseven provinces: 2 It happened, in those days, [when there sat] the king,
Ahasuerus, on the royal throne which was in Shushan the capital, 3 in the
third year of his reign he gave a feast [for his officials] and servants,
[chiefs of the army] of Persia and Media, [all of the noblemen], princes of
the provinces––[they stood before him];
2:2 Then said the king’s servants , who attended him, “[Let us find]––[let
us seek out for the king] some young maidens pleasing to look at.
4 And that maiden––the one who looks good in the eyes of the king––let
her reign in Vashti’s place. And these words [really pleased] the king, and
he acted upon them.
3:1 [It was some time] after [all of these events], King Ahasuerus
promoted Haman [son of Hammedatha] the Agagite and advanced him,
and set his seat [over and above] [all of the the princes] who were with
him. 2 All the king’s servants at [the palace gate] [knelt down] and bowed
low to Haman, for thus had commanded the king. [But Mordecai] would
not kneel and would not bow down. 3 Then there spoke the courtiers—
[servants of the king] who were at the palace gate to Mordecai, “Why do
you transgress the command of the king?” 4 [And it happened] [when
they spoke] [to him] day after day and he would not listen to them. [that
they told it] to Haman to see if the words of Mordecai would prevail, for
he had told them that he was a Jew. 5 When Haman saw that Mordecai
would not bow down and prostrate himself to him, then Haman was
filled with rage.
8 And Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is [a certain people],
scattered and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your

kingdom. [The laws that they observe] are different [from those of other
people], and the laws of the king they do not observe.To the king it is not
befitting to tolerate them. 9 If it pleases the king, let there be a decree
[to destroy them], and ten thousand [talents of silver] I will pay into the
hands of those who do the deed, to bring it into the treasuries of the
king. 10 [And so the king] [proceeded to remove] [his signet ring] from his
hand, [and handed it over] [to Haman] [son of Hammedatha] the Agagite,
the enemy of the Jews. 11 Then said the king to Haman, “The silver is
given to you, [and also the people], to do with them what seems good in
your eyes.”
4:1 And Mordecai [came to know ]all that had happened. Then tore
Mordecai his garments, and put on sackcloth and ashes. He went out into
the midst of the city, [ and there he cried ] , wailing loud and bitterly. 2
[And he came] [as far as] the front of the palace gate, for [no one was]
[allowed to walk in through] the king’s gate dressed in sackcloth. 3 And in
province after province, any place where [the king’s word] and his decree
did reach, [ there was great ] mourning [among the Jews ] ; fasting and
weeping and wailing. Sackcloth and ashes [ were laid out ]for the masses.
7:3 Then Esther the queen answered and said, “[If I have found] favor in
your eyes, O king, [and it seems good] to the king, grant me my life––this
is my request–– [ and the life of my people ], [that is my desire ]. 4 For we
have been sold, myself and my people, to be destroyed, slain, and
annihilated. [If it were only that] as slaves [and servant girls] we had been
sold, [I would have kept quiet]. [As things are,] the persecutor [certainly
is not] [worth the damage] done to the king.” 5 And answered King
Ahashuerus, saying to Esther the queen, “Who is he, and where is he,
who put it in his heart to do such a thing?” 6 Esther replied, “[The man]––
our persecutor and enemy, is this wretch Haman here.” And Haman was
terrified before the king and the queen.

The (SHORT) Megillah
ימי ֲאחַ ְשׁו ֵ֑רוֹשׁ ֣הוּא אֲ חַ ְשׁו ֵ֗רוֹשׁ הַ מֹּ ֵל ֙ מֵ הֹ֣ דּוּ וְ ַﬠד־כּ֔ וּשׁ
ַ 1:1ו ְי ִ ֖הי בִּ ֵ ֣
ֶ ֛שׁבַ ע וְ ֶﬠ ְשׂ ִ ֥רים וּמֵ ָ ֖אה ְמ ִד ָינֽה׃
 2בַּ יּ ִ ָ֖מים הָ ֵ ֑הם כְּ ֶ ֣שׁבֶ ת ׀ הַ ֶ ֣מּ ֶל ֲאחַ ְשׁו ֵ֗רוֹשׁ
שׁוּשׁן הַ בִּ ָ ֽירה׃
ֲשׁר בְּ ַ ֥
כוּתוֹ א ֶ ֖
ַ֚ﬠל כִּ ֵ ֣סּא מַ לְ ֔
ָשׂה ִמ ְשׁ ֔ ֶתּה לְ כָל־שָׂ ָ ֖ריו ַוﬠֲבָ ָ ֑דיו
 3בִּ ְשׁנַ ֤ת שָׁ לוֹשׁ֙ לְ מָ לְ כ֔ וֹ ﬠ ָ ֣
ֵח֣יל ׀ ָפּ ַ ֣רס וּמָ ֗ ַדי ַ ֽה ַפּ ְר ְתּ ִ ֛מים וְ שָׂ ֵ ֥רי הַ ְמּ ִדינ֖ וֹת לְ פָ ָנֽיו׃
ֹאמ ֥רוּ ַנﬠ ֵ ֲֽרי־הַ ֶ ֖מּ ֶל ְמשָׁ ְר ָ ֑תיו
ַ 2:2ויּ ְ
טוֹבוֹת מַ ְר ֶ ֽאה׃
ְיבַ קְ ֥שׁוּ ל ֶ ַ֛מּ ֶל נְ ָﬠ ֥רוֹת בְּ תוּל֖ וֹת ֥
ֲשׁר ִתּיטַ ב֙ בְּ ﬠֵינֵ ֣י הַ ֔ ֶמּ ֶל ִתּ ְמ ֖ ַ ֣תּחַ ת ו ְַשׁ ִ ֑תּי
 4וְ ַ ֽה ַנּﬠ ֲָ֗רה א ֶ ֤
יטב הַ דָּ ָב֛ר בְּ ֵﬠינֵ ֥י הַ ֶ ֖מּ ֶל וַיַּ ֥ﬠַשׂ ֵ ֽכּן׃ )ס(
ַו ִיּ ַ ֧
 3:1אַ ַ ֣חר ׀ הַ ְדּבָ ִ ֣רים הָ ֗ ֵאלֶּה גִּ דַּ ל ֩ הַ ֨ ֶמּ ֶל ֲאחַ ְשׁו ֵ֜רוֹשׁ
אֶ ת־הָ ָ ֧מן ֶ ֽבּן־הַ ְמּ ָ ֛דתָ א הָ ֲאג ִָג֖י ַ ֽו יְ נ ְַשּׂ ֵ ֑אהוּ
ֲשׁר ִא ֽתּוֹ׃
ַו ָ֙יּשֶׂ ם֙ אֶ ת־כִּ ְס ֔אוֹ מֵ ַ֕ﬠל כָּל־הַ שָּׂ ִ ֖רים א ֶ ֥
 2וְ כָל־ﬠַ בְ ֨ ֵדי הַ ֜ ֶמּ ֶל אֲשֶׁ ר־בְּ ַ ֣שׁ ַﬠר הַ ֗ ֶמּ ֶל
וּמ ְר ֳדּ ַ֔כי
וּמ ְשׁתַּ חֲוִ ים֙ לְ הָ ֔ ָמן כִּ י־כֵ ֖ן צִ וָּה־ל֣ וֹ הַ ֶ ֑מּ ֶל ֨ ָ
כֹּ ְר ִ ֤ﬠים ִ ֽ
֥ל ֹא ִיכְ ַ ֖רע וְ ֥ל ֹא ִ ֽי ְשׁתַּ ח ֲֶוֽה׃

אמ ֜רוּ ﬠַבְ ֵ ֥די הַ ֶ ֛מּ ֶל אֲשֶׁ ר־בְּ ַ ֥שׁﬠַ ר הַ ֶ ֖מּ ֶל לְ מָ ְרדֳּכָ ֑י
 3ו ַ֨יּ ֹ ְ
עוֹבר ֵ ֖את ִמצְ וַ ֥ת הַ ֶ ֽמּ ֶל ׃
מַ דּ֙ וּ ֙ ַﬠ אַ ָ ֣תּה ֔ ֵ
ַ 4וי ֗ ְִהי באמרם ]כְּ אָ ְמ ָ ֤רם[ אֵ לָיו֙ י֣ וֹם וָי֔ וֹם
ֵיה֑ם ַויּ ִ ַ֣גּידוּ לְ הָ ֗ ָמן לִ ְראוֹת֙ ה ַ ֲֽיﬠ ְַמדוּ֙ ִדּבְ ֵ ֣רי מָ ְר ֳדּ ַ֔כי
וְ ֥ל ֹא שָׁ ַ ֖מע ֲאל ֶ
הוּדי׃
ר־הוּא יְ ִ ֽ
ִ ֽכּי־הִ ִ ֥גּיד ל ֶָה֖ם אֲשֶׁ ֥
וּמ ְשׁתַּ חֲוֶ ֖ה ל֑ וֹ וַיִּ מָּ לֵ ֥א הָ ָ ֖מן חֵ ָ ֽמה׃
י־אין מָ ְר ֳדּ ַ֔כי כֹּ ֵ ֥ר ַﬠ ִ ֽ
 5וַיַּ ֣ ְרא הָ ֔ ָמן כִּ ֵ ֣
וּמפֹ ָרד֙ ֵבּ֣ין ָ ֽה ַﬠ ִ֔מּים
 8ו ַ֤יּ ֹאמֶ ר הָ מָ ן֙ ל ֶ ַ֣מּ ֶל אֲחַ ְשׁו ֵ֔רוֹשׁ י ְֶשׁנ֣ וֹ ַﬠם־אֶ ֗ ָחד ְמפֻזָּ ֤ר ְ
יהם שֹׁ נ֣ וֹת ִמכָּל־ﬠָ֗ ם
כוּת וְ דָ תֵ ֞ ֶ
בְּ ֖ ֹכל ְמ ִדינ֣ וֹת מַ לְ ֶ ֑
יחם׃
וְ אֶ ת־דָּ ֵ ֤תי הַ ֶ֙מּ ֶל ֙ אֵ ינָ ֣ם עֹ ֔ ִשׂים וְ ל ֶ ַ֥מּ ֶל אֵ ין־שֹׁ וֶ ֖ה לְ הַ ִנּ ָ ֽ
ִ 9אם־ ַﬠל־הַ ֶ ֣מּ ֶל ֔טוֹב ִיכּ ֵ ָ֖תב לְ אַ בְּ ָ ֑דם ַוﬠֲשֶׂ֨ ֶרת ֲאל ֜ ִָפים כִּ כַּר־ ֶ֗כּסֶ ף
אֶ ְשׁקוֹ ֙ל ﬠַל־ ְידֵ י֙ עֹ ֵ ֣שׂי הַ ְמּלָא ֔ ָכה לְ הָ ִ ֖ביא אֶ ל־גִּ ְנזֵ ֥י הַ ֶ ֽמּ ֶל ׃
 10וַיָּ ֧סַ ר הַ ֶ ֛מּ ֶל אֶ ת־טַ בַּ ﬠְ ֖תּוֹ מֵ ﬠַ ֣ל י ָ֑דוֹ ַ ֽו יּ ְִתּ ָ֗נהּ
ְהוּדים׃
לְ הָ ָ ֧מן ֶ ֽבּן־הַ ְמּ ָ ֛דתָ א הָ ֲאג ִ ָ֖גי צֹ ֵ ֥רר הַ יּ ִ ֽ
ֵינֽי ׃
ַ 11ו ֤יּ ֹאמֶ ר הַ ֶ֙מּ ֶל ֙ לְ הָ ֔ ָמן הַ כֶּ ֖סֶ ף נ ָ֣תוּן לָ ֑ וְ הָ ָ֕ﬠם ַלﬠ ֲ֥שׂוֹת ֖בּוֹ כּ ַ֥טּוֹב בְּ ﬠ ֶ
 4:1וּמָ ְר ֳדּ ַ֗כי יָדַ ע֙ אֶ ת־כָּל־אֲ ֶ ֣שׁר ַנﬠֲשָׂ֔ ה וַיִּ קְ ַ ֤רע מָ ְר ֳדּכַי֙ אֶ ת־בְּ ג ֔ ָָדיו
ַויִּלְ ַבּ֥שׁ ַ ֖שׂק ו ֵ ָ֑א ֶפר ַויֵּצֵ א֙ ְבּ ֣תוֹ הָ ֔ ִﬠיר וַיִּ זְﬠַ ֛ק ְז ָﬠ ָ ֥קה גְ דֹ לָ ֖ה וּמָ ָ ֽרה׃

ַ 2ויּ ָ֕בוֹא ﬠַ ֖ד לִ פְ נֵ ֣י ַ ֽשׁ ַﬠר־הַ ֶ ֑מּ ֶל ִ ֣כּי ֵ ֥אין ל ָ֛בוֹא
ל־שׁ ַﬠר הַ ֶ ֖מּ ֶל בִּ לְ ֥בוּשׁ ָ ֽשׂק׃
אֶ ַ ֥
וּמ ִדי ָ֗נה ְמקוֹם֙ ֲאשֶׁ֨ ר ְדּבַ ר־הַ ֶ ֤מּ ֶל וְ דָ תוֹ֙ מַ ִ֔גּי ַﬠ
ָל־מ ִדינָ ֣ה ְ
 3וּבְ כ ְ
וּמ ְספֵּ ֑ד ַ ֣שׂק ו ֔ ֵָא ֶפר י ַֻצּ֖ע ָ ֽל ַר ִ ֽבּים׃
הוּדים וְ ֥צוֹם וּבְ ִ ֖כי ִ
ֵ ֤אבֶ ל גָּדוֹ ֙ל לַיְּ ִ֔
אתי ֵ ֤חן בְּ ֵﬠי ֙ ֶני ֙ הַ ֔ ֶמּ ֶל
ֹאמר ִאם־מָ ֨ ָצ ִ
 7:3וַתַּ֨ ַﬠן אֶ ְס ֵ ֤תּר הַ מַּ לְ כָּה֙ ַותּ ֔ ַ
ן־לי נַפְ ִשׁי֙ בִּ ְשׁ ֵ ֣אל ֔ ִָתי וְ ַﬠ ִ ֖מּי בְּ בַ קָּ שָׁ ִ ֽתי׃
וְ ִאם־ﬠַל־הַ ֶ ֖מּ ֶל ֑טוֹב ִתּ ָנּֽתֶ ִ ֤
֤ ִ 4כּי נִ ְמ ֙ ַכּ ְרנוּ֙ אֲנִ ֣י וְ ﬠַ ִ֔מּי לְ הַ ְשׁ ִ ֖מיד ַלה ֲ֣רוֹג וּלְ אַ ֵ ֑בּד
֠ ְו ִאלּוּ ַלﬠֲבָ ִ֨דים וְ לִ ְשׁפ ָ֤חוֹת ִנ ְמ ֙ ַכּ ְרנוּ֙ הֶ ח ַ ֱ֔ר ְשׁ ִתּי
ִ ֣כּי ֵ ֥אין הַ ָצּ֛ר שֹׁ וֶ ֖ה בְּ נֵ ֥ זֶק הַ ֶ ֽמּ ֶל ׃ )ס(
ַ 5ו ֙יּ ֹאמֶ ר֙ הַ ֶ ֣מּ ֶל אֲ חַ ְשׁו ֵ֔רוֹשׁ ו ַ֖יּ ֹאמֶ ר לְ אֶ ְס ֵ ֣תּר הַ מַּ לְ כָּ ֑ה
ר־מל ָ֥אוֹ לִ ֖בּוֹ ַלﬠ ֲ֥שׂוֹת ֵ ֽכּן׃
ִ ֣מי ֥הוּא זֶה֙ וְ ֵ ֽאי־זֶ ֣ה ֔הוּא ֲאשֶׁ ְ
ַ 6ו ֣תּ ֹאמֶ ר־אֶ ְס ֔ ֵתּר ֚ ִאישׁ ַ ֣צר וְ אוֹ ֵ֔יב הָ ָ ֥מן הָ ָ ֖רע הַ זֶּ ֑ה וְ הָ ָ ֣מן
נִ בְ ַ֔ﬠת ִמלִּ פְ נֵ ֥י הַ ֶ ֖מּ ֶל וְ הַ מַּ לְ ָ ֽכּה׃

