Haftarah for Shabbat Vayachel-P'kudei
29 Adar 5781/March 13, 2021
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1 Samuel 17:37-50
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(37) “The Eternal,” David went on, “who
saved me from lion and bear will also
save me from that Philistine.” “Then go,”
Saul said to David, “and may the Eternal
be with you!”

(38) Saul clothed David in his own
garment; he placed a bronze helmet on
his head and fastened a breastplate on
him.

(39) David girded his sword over his
garment. Then he tried to walk; but he
was not used to it. And David said to
Saul, “I cannot walk in these, for I am not
used to them.” So David took them off.

(40) He took his stick, picked a few
smooth stones from the wadi, put them in
the pocket of his shepherd’s bag and,
sling in hand, he went toward the
Philistine.

(41) The Philistine, meanwhile, was
coming closer to David, preceded by his
shield-bearer.

(42) When the Philistine caught sight of
David, he scorned him, for he was but a
boy, ruddy and handsome.

(43) And the Philistine called out to
David, “Am I a dog that you come
against me with sticks?” The Philistine
cursed David by his gods;
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(44) and the Philistine said to David,
“Come here, and I will give your flesh to
the birds of the sky and the beasts of the
field.”

(45) David replied to the Philistine, “You
come against me with sword and spear
and javelin; but I come against you in the
name of the Eternal of Hosts, the God of
the ranks of Israel, whom you have
defied.

(46) This very day the Eternal will
deliver you into my hands. I will kill you
and cut off your head; and I will give the
carcasses of the Philistine camp to the
birds of the sky and the beasts of the
earth. All the earth shall know that there
is a God in Israel.

(47) And this whole assembly shall know
that the Eternal can give victory without
sword or spear. For the battle is the
Eternal’s, and God will deliver you into
our hands.”

(48) When the Philistine began to
advance toward him again, David quickly
ran up to the battle line to face the
Philistine.

(49) David put his hand into the bag; he
took out a stone and slung it. It struck the
Philistine in the forehead; the stone sank
into his forehead, and he fell face down
on the ground.

(50) Thus David bested the Philistine
with sling and stone; he struck him down
and killed him. David had no sword].]



