
Parashat Pinchas: Judges 1:12-15 
In Parashat Pinchas, we meet the incredible Mahlah, Noa, Hogla, Milcah, and Tirtzah - better 
known as the Daughters of Tzelophechad. After their father dies, they successfully petition 
Moses to become the inheritors of the family land, disrupting the existing system in which only 
male children could inherit property. In this section from Judges, we may be dismayed to see 
that women are still offered as currency - Caleb offers the marriage of his daughter to the 
person who can successfully go to battle and win. But Caleb’s daughter refuses to simply 
accept her fate. Though was likely powerless to prevent the marriage, she advocated for 
herself, asking her father for property, and making the point that she is not the same as a piece 
of land. Furthermore, she asks for springs of water, a piece of the natural world that is life 
giving. 

 

 
Judges 1:12-15 
(12) And Caleb announced, “I will give my 
daughter Achsah in marriage to the man 
who attacks and captures Kiriath-sepher.” 
(13) His younger kinsman, Othniel the 
Kenizzite, captured it; and Caleb gave him 
his daughter Achsah in marriage. (14) 
When she came [to him], she induced him 
to ask her father for some property. She 
dismounted from her donkey, and Caleb 
asked her, “What is the matter?” (15) She 
replied, “Give me a present, for you have 
given me away as Negeb-land; give me 
springs of water.” And Caleb gave her 
Upper and Lower Gulloth. 

 

 ט״ו-שופטים א׳:י״ב

ֶפר  ֵ֖ ה ֶאת־ִקְרַית־ס  ב ֲאֶשר־ַיֶכֶּ֥ ל ֵ֔ אֶמר כָּ )יב( ַוי ֹּ֣

ה׃ )יג(  ָּֽׁ י ְלִאשָּ ה ִבִתֵ֖ ֶּ֥ ִתי ֛לֹו ֶאת־ַעְכסָּ ַתֶּ֥ ּה ְונָּ ָ֑ דָּ ּוְלכָּ

ן  ט ֹּ֣ ב ַהקָּ ֵ֖ ל  י כָּ ז ֲאִחֶּ֥ ל ֶבן־ְקַנֵ֔ ֹּ֣ ְתִניא  ּהּ֙ עָּ ִַֽיְלְכדָּ ַוָּֽׁ

ה׃ )יד(  ָּֽׁ ֹו ְלִאשָּ ה ִבתֵ֖ ֶּ֥ ּנּו ַוִיֶתן־֛לֹו ֶאת־ַעְכסָּ ִמֶמָ֑

יהָּּ֙ וַ  ִבּ֙ ת־אָּ א  ָּֽׁ הּוּ֙ ִלְש֤אֹול מ  ּה ַוְתִסית ּ֙ י ְבבֹואָָּ֗ ְיִהֹּ֣

ב  ֵ֖ ל  ּה כָּ ֶּ֥ אֶמר־לָּ ֹור ַוי ָּֽׁ ל ַהֲחמָ֑ ַעֹּ֣ ה ַוִתְצַנֵ֖ח מ  ֶדֵ֔ ַהשָּ

י  ה ִכֹּ֣ כָָּ֗ י ְברָּ ה־ִלֹּ֣ בָּ ָּֽׁ אֶמר ֜לֹו הָּ ְך׃ )טו( ַות ֹּ֨ ָּֽׁ ַמה־לָּ

ִים ַויִ  ָ֑ ת מָּ י גֻּלֹּ֣ ה ִלֵ֖ ֶּ֥ ַתתָּ ִני ְונָּ ֶגבּ֙ ְנַתתֵָּ֔ ֶרץ ַהֶּנּ֙ ֶתן־ֶא֤

ית׃  ת ַתְחִתָּֽׁ ת גֻּלֶּ֥ ֵ֖ ית ְוא  ת ִעִלֵ֔ ת גֻּלֹּ֣ ב א ֵ֚ ל ָ֗ ּה כָּ ֹּ֣  לָּ
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