Parashat D’varim: 2 Samuel 22:29-37

In parashat D’varim, Moses reflects on the past 40 years of leadership, as he lead the Israelites
out of Egypt and toward the promised land. He offers words of encouragement to the
community, knowing that challenging days still lie ahead. The confident and encouraging
message of this selection from 2 Samuel, in incredible poetry, beautifully complements the
moment. This poem is similar in many ways to the song of the Sea (Exodus 15).
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(29) You, O God, are my lamp;
Adonai lights up my darkness.

(30) With You, I can rush a barrier;
With my God, I can scale a wall.

(31) The way of God is perfect, God’s word
is pure. Adonai is a shield to all who take
refuge in God.

(32) Yea, who is a god except Adonai? Who
is a rock except God?

(33) My God, my mighty stronghold,
Who kept my path secure;

(34) Who made my legs like a deer’s, And
set me firm on the heights;

(35) Who trained my hands for battle, So
that my arms can bend a bow of bronze!

(36) You have granted me the shield of
Your protection, and Your providence has
made me great.

(37) You have let me stride on freely, and
my feet have not slipped.



