October 23, 2021
17 Cheshvan, 5782
Shabbat Vayera
It has been told to you, what is good, and what Adonai requires of you
Only to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8)

Genesis אשית
ִׁ  ְּב ֵר18
הֹואל ְִת ַ֙י לְדַ ֵּ ֵּ֣בר
ַ֙ ַ ֹּאמר ִהנֵּה־נָ ָ֤א
ַ֑ ַ  כז וַיַ ַּ֥עַ ן ַאבְ ָר ָ ָ֖הם וַי27 Again Abraham spoke: “Look now—
 ֶאל־אֲ ֹּד ָ֔ ָני וְ ָאנ ִ ָֹּ֖כי עָ ָ ַּ֥פר ו ֵּ ֵָֽאפֶר׃let me undertake to speak up to my lord,
though I am but dust and ashes:

ם חֲ ִמ ָ֔ ָשה
ַ֙ יק
ִ  כח ֠אּו ַ֠לי י ְַח ְס ֞רּון חֲ ִמ ִ ָ֤שים הַ צַ ִד28 What if the fifty innocent are five short;
 הֲ ַת ְש ִ ַּ֥חית בַ חֲ ִמ ָ ָ֖שה ֶאת־כׇּ ל־הָ ִ ַ֑עיר וַי ַֹּ֙אמֶ ַ֙ר ֵּ֣ל ֹּאwill you destroy the whole city because of
ם־א ְמ ָ ֵּ֣צא ָ֔ ָשם ַא ְרבָ ִ ָ֖עים וַחֲ ִמ ָ ֵֽשה׃
ֶ  ַא ְש ִָ֔חית ִאfive?” [God] answered, “If I find fortyfive there, I will not destroy it.”

אּולי יִמָ צְ ַּ֥אּון
ַ֛ ַ ֹּאמר
ַ ָ֔  כט ַו ֹּ֨יֹּסֶ ף ֜עֹוד לְדַ ֵּבָ֤ר ֵּאלָי ַ֙ו וַי29 Once more Abraham spoke up: “What if
 ָ ָ֖שם ַא ְרבָ ִ ַ֑עים וַי ַֹּ֙אמֶ ַ֙ר ֵּ֣ל ֹּא ֶ ֵֽאעֱשֶָ֔ ה בַ ע ֲָ֖בּורforty are found there?” And [God]
 הָ ַא ְרבָ ִ ֵֽעים׃answered, “For the sake of the forty, I will
not do it.”

אּולי
ַ֛ ַ  ל ַ֠ו ֠י ֹּאמֶ ר ַאל־ ֞ ָנא ִיָ֤חַ ר ַ ֵֽלא ֹּד ָנ ַ֙י וַאֲ דַ ָ֔ ֵּב ָרה30 Then he said, “Do not be angry, my
ֹלשים וַי ַֹּ֙אמֶ ַ֙ר ֵּ֣ל ֹּא ֶ ֵֽאע ֱֶָ֔שה ִאם־
ַ֑ ִ  יִמָ צְ ַּ֥אּון ָ ָ֖שם ְשlord, and let me speak: What if thirty are
ֹלשים׃
ֵֽ ִ  ֶא ְמ ָ ַּ֥צא ָ ָ֖שם ְשfound there?” “If I find thirty there,” said
[God], “I will not do it.”

הֹואל ְִת ַ֙י לְדַ ֵּבֵּ֣ר ֶאל־אֲ ֹּד ָ֔ ָני
ַ֙ ַ  לא ו ַֹּ֗י ֹּאמֶ ר ִהנֵּ ֵֽה־נָ ָ֤א31 And Abraham said, “Look now—let
אּולַ֛י יִמָ ְצ ַּ֥אּון ָ ָ֖שם עֶ ְש ִ ַ֑רים וַי ַֹּ֙אמֶ ַ֙ר ֵּ֣ל ֹּא ַא ְש ִָ֔חית
ַ me undertake to speak up before my lord:
 בַ ע ֲָ֖בּור ָ ֵֽהעֶ ְש ִ ֵֽרים׃What if twenty are found there?” And
[God] said, “For the sake of the twenty, I
will not destroy it.”

 לב ַ֠ו ֠י ֹּאמֶ ר ַאל־ ֞ ָנא ִיָ֤חַ ר ַ ֵֽלא ֹּד ָנ ַ֙י וַאֲ דַ בְ ָרֵּ֣ה ַאְך־הַ ַָ֔פעַ ם32 Then Abraham said, “Let not my lord
אּולַ֛י יִמָ ְצ ַּ֥אּון ָ ָ֖שם עֲשָ ָרַ֑ה וַי ַֹּ֙אמֶ ַ֙ר ֵּ֣ל ֹּא ַא ְש ִָ֔חית
ַ be angry, and let me speak up one last
 בַ ע ֲָ֖בּור הָ עֲשָ ָ ֵֽרה׃time: What if ten are found there?” And
[God] said, “For the sake of the ten, I will
not destroy it.”

ל־אבְ ָר ָ ַ֑הם
ַ  לג וַיֵּ ֵּ֣ ֶלְך יְה ָֹוָ֔ה כַאֲ ֶ ֵּ֣שר כִ ָָ֔לה לְדַ ֵּ ָ֖בר ֶא33 Then, done speaking to Abraham, the
 וְ ַאבְ ָר ָ ָ֖הם ָ ַּ֥שב ל ְִמק ֵֹּֽמֹו׃Eternal departed; and Abraham returned to
his place.
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Haftarah for Vayera: Ezekiel 22:23-30, 24:24-27
In parashat Vayera, God wonders about destroying the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. God
confides in Abraham, and Abraham argues with God on behalf of the righteous people. We see
that the men of Sodom and Gomorrah reject the people who visit their towns, and act with
terrible violence. Lot also acts shamefully. We consider: what are our sacred obligations to one
another? Does a community every warrant total destruction?
In these selections from the book of Ezekiel, the prophet explains that the Israelites have ignored
God and all that is sacred. They have thought only of their own advancement and financial gain,
rather than caring for the poor and needy in society. Yet chapter 24 promises a day of truth and
repentance: this need not be our entire existence and self-definition. We are called to be the
repairers of the breach.
Blessing before the Haftarah Reading:
Blessed are you, Adonai our God, whose spirit inspired our prophets, and whose spirit inspires us
to thoughtfully discern their words. Each generation that has come before has taught and made
our prophets words their own. Thank you for binah, understanding, and deah, knowledge: for the
opportunity to choose the holy words that we pass on to the next generation.

ל׳-כ״ג:יחזקאל כ״ב
Ezekiel 22:23-30
מר׃
ֹּ ֵֽ (כג) ַוי ִ ְַּ֥הי ְדבַ ר־יְהוָ ָ֖ה ֵּא ַ ַּ֥לי לֵּא
(23) The word of the Eternal came to me: (24)
ן־א ָ֕ ָדם אֱ מָ ר־ ָָ֕לּה ַ ֵּ֣א ְת ָ֔ ֶא ֶרץ ַּ֥ל ֹּא ְמטֹּהָ ָ ָ֖רה
ָ ֶ(כד) ב
"O mortal, say to her: You are an uncleansed
ִ ַ֑היא ַּ֥ל ֹּא ג ְֻש ָ ָ֖מּה בְ יַּ֥ ֹום זָ ֵֽעַ ם׃ (כה) ֶ ָ֤קשֶ ר
land, not to be washed with rain on the day of
ט ֵּ ֵֽרף ָ ַ֑ט ֶרף נֶ ֵּ֣פֶש
ֹּ ֵּ֣ שֹואג
ָ֖ ֵּ ַ֙יה בְ תֹו ָָ֔כּה כַאֲ ִ ַּ֥רי
ַ֙ ָ יא
ֶ ְִנב
indignation. (25) Her gang of prophets are like
נֹותיהָ ִה ְר ַּ֥בּו
ָ֖ ֶ יק ַ֙ר י ָ֔ ִָקחּו ַאלְ ְמ
ָ ִחסֶ ן ו
ֹּ ָ֤ ָא ָֹּ֗כלּו
roaring lions in her midst, rending prey. They
תֹור ִתי֮ ַויְחַ לְלֵּ֣ ּו
ָ תֹוכּה׃ (כו) כֹּהֲ ֜ ֶניהָ חָ ְמ ֵּ֣סּו
ֵֽ ָ ְב
devour human beings; they seize treasure and
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wealth; they have widowed many women in
תֹות ַ֙י הֶ עְ ִ ֵּ֣לימּו
ַ ְּומשַ ב
ִ הֹודיעּו
ַ֑ ִ לְטָ ָ֖הֹור ֵּ֣ל ֹּא
her midst. (26) Her priests have violated my
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Torah: they have profaned what is sacred to
ם ל ְַא ֵּבֵּ֣ד ְנפ ָָ֔שֹות
ַ֙ ָט ְרפֵּי ָ ַ֑ט ֶרף ל ְִש ָפְך־ד
ֹּ ֵּ֣ כִ זְ ֵּא ִ ָ֖בים
me, they have not distinguished between the
ם
ַ֙ ֶיאיהָ טָ ָ֤חּו לָ ה
ֶ ֹּ֗ ְִמעַ ן בְ ַּ֥ ֹּצעַ ָ ֵֽבצַ ע׃ (כח) ּו ְנב
ָ֖ ַ ל
sacred and the profane, they have not taught
ָת ֵָּ֔פל ח ִ ֵֹּּ֣זים ָ֔ ָשוְ א וְ ק ְֹּס ִ ַּ֥מים ל ֶ ָָ֖הם כָזָ ַ֑ב א ְֹּמ ִ ֹּ֗רים
the difference between the unclean and the
ְהוה וַ ֵֽיהוָ ָ֖ה ַּ֥ל ֹּא ִד ֵּ ֵֽבר׃ (כט) ַעָ֤ם
ִָ֔ ָֹּ֤כה ָאמַ ַ֙ר אֲ דֹּנָ ֵּ֣י י
clean, and they have closed their eyes to my
הָ ָ ַ֙א ֶר ַ֙ץ ָע ְֵּ֣שקּו ָֹּ֔עשֶ ק וְ גָזְ לָ֖ ּו גָזֵּ ַ֑ל וְ עָ נִ ָ֤י וְ ֶאבְ יֹו ַ֙ן הֹונָ֔ ּו
sabbaths. I am profaned in their midst. (27)
ת־הגֵּ ַּ֥ר עָ ְש ָ֖קּו בְ ַּ֥ל ֹּא ִמ ְש ָ ֵֽפט׃ (ל) וָ אֲ בַ ֵּ ֵּ֣קש
ַ וְ ֶא
Her officials are like wolves rending prey in
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her midst; they shed blood and destroy lives to
אתי׃
ִ הָ ָ ָ֖א ֶרץ ְלבִ ְל ִ ֵּ֣תי שַ חֲ ָ ַ֑תּה וְ ָ֖ל ֹּא מָ ָ ֵֽצ
win ill-gotten gain. (28) Her prophets, too,
daub the wall for them with plaster: They
prophesy falsely and divine deceitfully for
them; they say, “Thus said the Eternal GOD,”
when the Eternal has not spoken. (29) And the
people of the land have practiced fraud and
committed robbery; they have wronged the
poor and needy, have defrauded the stranger
without redress. (30) And I sought a person
among them to repair the wall or to stand
in the breach before me in behalf of this
land, that I might not destroy it; but I
found none....
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Ezekiel 24:24-27
(24) and your turbans shall remain on your
heads, and your sandals upon your feet. You
shall not lament or weep, but you shall be
heartsick because of your iniquities and shall
moan to one another.” (25) You, O mortal, take
note: On the day that I take their stronghold
from them, their pride and joy, the delight of
their eyes and the longing of their hearts—their
sons and daughters— (26) on that day a fugitive
will come to you, to let you hear it with your
own ears. (27) On that day your mouth shall be
opened to the fugitive, and you shall speak and
no longer be dumb. So you shall be a portent for
them, and they shall know that I am the Eternal.
{23}

כ״ז-כ״ד:יחזקאל כ״ד
ם לְמֹו ֵָּ֔פת כְ ַֹּּ֥כל אֲ שֶ ר־
ַ֙ (כד) וְ הָ ֹּ֨ ָיה יְחֶ זְ ֵּ ָ֤קאל ָל ֶכ
עָ ָ ָ֖שה ַתע ֲַ֑שּו בְ ב ָ֕ ָֹּאּה ִ ֵֽוידַ עְ ָ֕ ֶתם ִ ַּ֥כי אֲ נִ ָ֖י אֲ דֹּנָ ַּ֥י
ְהוה׃
ֵֽ ִ י
ן־א ָ֔ ָדם הֲ ֹּ֗לֹוא בְ יֹּ֨ ֹום ַק ְח ִ ָ֤תי
ָ ֶ(כה) וְ ַא ָ ֵּ֣תה ב
ת־מעּו ָ֔ ָזם ְמ ָ֖שֹוש ִתפְ ַא ְר ָ ַ֑תם ֶאת־
ֵּ֣ ָ ם ֶא
ַ֙ ֶמֵּ ה
ֵּיהם
ָ֖ ֶ ם וְ ֶאת־מַ ָ ֵּ֣שא נַפְ ָ֔ ָשם בְ נ
ַ֙ ֵּיה
ֶ מַ ְח ַ ָ֤מד ֵּעֵֽינ
יהם׃ (כו) בַ יֵּ֣ ֹום הַ ָ֔הּוא י ַָּ֥בֹוא הַ פ ִ ָָ֖ליט
ֵֽ ֶ נֹות
ֵּ ְּוב
ֵּא ֶלַ֑יָך לְהַ ְש ָמעָ֖ ּות ָאזְ נָ ֵָֽֽ ִים׃ (כז) בַ יֵּ֣ ֹום הַ ֹּ֗הּוא
ּותדַ ָ֕ ֵּבר וְ ַּ֥ל ֹּא ֵּ ֵֽת ָא ֵּ ָ֖לם
ְ י ִָפ ַָ֤תח ִפַ֙י ַָ֙ך ֶאת־הַ פָ ִָ֔ליט
ם לְמֹופֵָּ֔ ת וְ י ְָדעָ֖ ּו ִ ֵֽכי־אֲ נִ ַּ֥י
ַ֙ ֶָ֤ית לָה
ָ עַ֑ ֹוד וְ הָ ִי
יְהוָ ֵֽה׃

Blessing after the Haftarah Reading:
Thank you, O God, whose spirit inspired the prophets of old, and whose spirit inspires us to live
with intention. God, you call to us to be our best. You call us to justice and mercy and to care
for the oppressed. Blessed are you, Adonai our God, who gives us the ability to discern, to live,
to inspire and to do your work.

Refuah Shleimah
Emily Alpern-Fisch, Alan Appel, Ronni Behar, Ira Berlin, Janice Berlin, Ellen Buckley,
Barbara Cleveland, Netanel Felber, Chelo Fournier, Golda bat Yaakova uVelvel,
Richard Greenfield, David Hahn, Andrea Hamos, Judy Hurvitz, Joan Kupferberg, Philip Levine,
Stu Levine, Sam Levinson, Sharonette Leonard, Dan Lutenegger, Mildred Marin,
Barbara McConagha, Stephanie Mendez, Sophie Meyers, Robin Parry, Rachel bat Chava,
Lois Rosen, Eric Rosenberg, Rabbi Steve Sager, Saguee Saraf, Shevach Saraf, Zipora Saraf,
Sarah Golde bat Shifrah, David Scheever, Charles Schussheim, Cynthia Seymour, Harry Silver,
Betty Ustun, Heather Weisman
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We Remember a Few of Far Too Many Lives Lost to COVID-19
Patrick Tighe, 45, known for his humor, dedicated care worker, Shropshire, United Kingdom
Breaunna Kertai, 30, foster parent and teacher, Bremen, Indiana
Howard Franklin Jr., 51, jazz drummer who got his start drumming on buckets, Washington, DC

We Remember the Victims of the 2018 Tree of Life Synagogue Shooting
Joyce Fienberg, Richard Gottfried, Rose Mallinger, Jerry Rabinowitz, Cecil Rosenthal,
David Rosenthal, Bernice Simon, Sylvan Simon, Daniel Stein, Melvin Wax, Irving Younger

We Remember Those Lost to Violence in Washington, DC
Dabney Graham, 48, no fixed address; Noel Prince Nicol, 18, Silver Spring, MD;
Devante Waters, 27, Capitol Heights, MD

Shloshim
Charles Davisson, Nick Fletcher, Michael Taphouse, David Wilson

Yahrzeit
Sophie Fox Altschul, Helen Arthur, Mildred S. Atkins, Peter Benda, Frank Burstin,
William Cloyd, Louis Cohen, Augustus deGrazia, Geraldine Feldman, Everett Gordon Gruber,
David M. Heiman, Marcus Hirsch, Robert Yale Kamin, Harry Kraut, Helen Taradash Levin,
James Levinson, Jane Morningstar, Sidney George Piness, Ida Rolfe, Marvin Rubin,
Perl Samuels, Ida Weinstein Schotz, Beatrice Schuman, Elise Shapira, Dorothy Simon,
Martin Slater, Harry Soffer, Maurice Weiner, Meyer Wiesberg, Mollie Yett
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