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CREATING THE GAME
OF JUDAISM — AND
KNOWING ITS LIMITS

DEAR FRIENDS,

In my Kol Nidre remarks, | mentioned
that | had learned from my teacher
Rabbi Larry Hoffman that Judaism
could be viewed as a “game”
played with pieces rather
than a game in which one
must follow certain rules. We
can take the inherited pieces
/4 (Torah, Shabbat, Zion, bar
| Mitzvah, chuppah - our entire
% ‘ Jewish legacy) and create our
own way of playing the game called
Judaism. In other words, each of us
can design the Jewish life we wish
by selecting from the almost end-
less array of pieces that comprise the
Jewish enterprise.

I also suggested that there were
clear limits to what we can do. I side-
stepped the question of what the
limits are. | simply noted that the
people who ask about the limits or
question the right to change the rules
are usually opposed to innovation.
They believe that there is a given and
correct way to play the Jewish game. |
believe in using our inherited pieces to
creatively form a new game.

Naturally, at “Ask the Rabbis” the
following day, a sharp questioner asked
whether there are any limits in Judaism.
My short answer was “Idolatry.” | think
that Judaism stops being Judaism
when it veers into idolatry. What is
idolatry? We begin with the Second
Commandment:

“You shall have no other gods
besides Me. You shall not make for
yourself a sculptured image, or any
likeness of what is in the heavens
above, or on the earth below, or in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 >
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Hanukkah's Message for
Jewish Diversity

By STEVEN R. WEISMAN

WHEN A sMALL group of Orthodox
Jews in Philadelphia revived Hanukkah
observance in the 19th century, they
were trying to counter the loss of
ancient traditions among Jews of their
day. Their rationale was not to compete
with Christmas or celebrate the miracle
of the oil. Instead, it was to mark Judah
Maccabee’s recapture of the ancient
Second Temple in Jerusalem and to
remind secularized American Jews that
restoring the Temple in modern times
remained central
to Jewish faith.

After nearly
two years of long-
ing for a post-
Covid return
to our syna-
gogues, that goal
resonates. But I would also associ-
ate Hanukkah this year with Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett’s repeated
warnings, since taking office last sum-
mer, against the “baseless” internal
hatreds plaguing Israel (and Judaism)
today. As Bennett has noted, the
Talmud teaches that these internal
conflicts in antiquity helped hasten
the destruction of the Jewish king-
doms of old.

The Maccabees were more than
liberators. They were in fact the anti-
assimilationists if not the Taliban of

their era. True, they sought to overthrow

their Seleucid overlords. But they also
wanted to purify Judaism from alien

“Hellenizing” practices adopted from the
Greeks after Alexander the Great’s inva-

sion in the late 330s BCE.

First in a new series in The Vine
featuring contributions from
Temple Micah community
members and friends

The Maccabees and their descen-
dants were brilliant military command-
ers, skillful also at forging diplomatic
alliances. But their savage infight-
ing left them repeatedly vulnerable to
external antagonists. Their self-destruc-
tive factionalism provides a lesson
about the dangers of many Jews insist-
ing that only their brand of Judaism is
authentic or genuine.

The basic narrative of Hanukkah
is familiar. Judah, whose nom de guerre
was Maccabee,
was the scion of
the Hasmonean
priestly family.
Inspired by his
father, Mattathias,
he led an insur-
gency from the
western hills of Palestine in 164 BCE
to retake Jerusalem and its desecrated
Temple, which had been rededicated
to Zeus by Antiochus Epiphanes, the
Seleucid ruler who also viciously banned
Jewish practices in his realm.

The Hasmonean dynasty went on
to rule until the Romans laid siege to
the Temple under Pompey the Great
in 63 BCE. (A century later, in 70
CE, the Romans suppressed another
Jewish revolt, which was partly
inspired by the Maccabees. Rome
military forces destroyed the Temple
and murdered and dispersed Jews on a
genocidal scale.)

Why Antiochus persecuted the Jews
is not clear. His Seleucid predecessors
mostly tolerated Jewish practices and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 >




“Every person shall sit under
his grapevine or fig tree with
no one to make him afraid.”
MICAH, CHAPTER 4, VERSE 4
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TRADITIONS IN THE DESERT

By Josnua BERMAN

In mid-November, | found myself in an
incredibly remote part of southern Arizona,
several miles north of the Mexico border.
Several friends and | were riding horses,
along with two local guides and their
10-year-old son. As we rode, the young boy
(who, let’s be honest, was providing needed
riding guidance for my limited “city slicker”
abilities) described
for me how, given the
very rural environment
in which he lived, his
mother was home-
schooling him. He told
me about some of the
| online academic exer-
P cises he was doing,
and how his mom was
responsible for teaching him other subjects.

And then, out of the blue, he blurted
something that sounded like: “and on
Sundays and Mondays | study Hebrew.” | was
relatively certain | had not heard that cor-
rectly. | gently asked, “what is it you study?”
And his mom answered “Hebrew. You see, |
was raised in a conservative Jewish family in
Tucson before | moved out here in the hills.
I’'m raising my son Jewish. We’ve even been
doing some virtual Shabbats.”

After picking my jaw up from the saddle,
the youngster and | engaged in a lively chat
about many things Jewish. But the heart and
soul of our conversation was really about
Hanukkah. He shared with me thoughts about
gelt and how great it was that he continued
to enjoy chocolate well after Halloween. We
discussed how many candles adorned his
Menorah and “the miracle” we celebrated.
But most importantly, he made sure | was
up to speed on his “house rules” of dreidel
— and rest assured, whether it be remote
Arizona or Wisconsin Avenue in D.C,, it turns
out the rules are the same: the Gimel takes it
all; the Nun stands for “none;” “halfsies” for
the Hey; and for Shin, drop in another gelt
(or, as he put it, “that seems unfair!”).

As | fell asleep that night, | was reminded

that Jewish traditions can be found in all cor-
ners of the globe. Friday night candle lighting.
Spring seders. Coming of age b’nai mitzvah.
Tzedakah boxes by the front door. And, of
course, spinning the dreidel at Hanukkah.

Traditions are what bind us together
as Jews in so many ways. Indeed, Sheldon
Harnick captured “Tradition!” so perfectly
through his indelible lyrics from Fiddler on
the Roof’s opening number. Some of our
Jewish traditions are so very personal—how
we greet each day, how we mourn our loved
ones, or how we look deep into our own
soul as the sun sets on Yom Kippur. Others
may be traditions we share with family and
friends—how we break our Yom Kippur fast,
how we reward the finder of the afikomen
on Passover, or how we slice the apples and
dip them in honey as we toast the new year.

But some of our warmest traditions stem
from our community. And for so many of us,
that’s our Micah community. We can close
our eyes and feel the warmth of dozens
of dozens of menorot burning brightly in
the center of the sanctuary with lights off
and voices carrying as the center of our
Hanukkah tradition. We smile as we picture
our Purim tradition of our rabbis camp-
ily belting out a song at the intermission of
our very Micah Purim spiel, celebrating the
story of Esther. We dance (even in front of
the zoom screen) and joyously sing “Sweet as
Honey” as we unroll the scrolls as part of our
Torah tradition.

As we continue to gradually emerge from
Covid, | know | am eager to jump back in
safely to so many of our Micah traditions. |
look forward to sharing them with this won-
derful community. | don’t think that it was
a “great miracle” that | stumbled across an
engaged, spirited, equine-talented (fortu-
nately) 10-year-old in the Arizona desert—
although we have many traditions of miracles
in the desert. But | do know it was a beauti-
ful reminder of the ties that link us, wher-
ever we are.

Chag Sameach.
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Temple Micah Welcomes Its New
Executive Director

Beth Werlin joined Temple Micah as executive director in
August after 20 years of championing the cause of immi-
grants as a lawyer and in top positions at a major immi-
gration rights organization. Not surprisingly, it was Temple
Micah’s combination of Jewish spirituality and social justice
that appealed to her.

“l loved my life as a lawyer and also supporting staff,
boards, and leadership,” Beth said of her years at the
American Immigration Council, where she served as
executive director from 2016 to 2020. “But the pandemic
and Trump gave me a lot of food for thought. | needed a
break from immigration and decided it was time to look
for a new environment and new setting that would be
exciting and moving.”

Beth grew up in the Boston area where her parents, a
public school teacher and a government lawyer, brought
Judaism and her family history to life, including sto-
ries about immigrating from the “old country” and her
grandmother’s escape from Vienna in 1939. Her upbring-
ing instilled a belief in the importance of making religious
faith and social justice part of her life’s work. “I always felt
that my Judaism and being from an immigrant family were
closely connected,” Beth said.

While casting about for a new environment, Beth

o
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looked at a range of nonprof-
its. “When | saw the job posi-
tion for Temple Micah, a light
went off-1 knew this was the
job for me,” she said. “Micah
just fit all of that altogether.”
As a proud mother of Sarah
Rose and Aaron, both still

in school, she was eager to
meet and interact with the
synagogue community’s boisterous family atmosphere.

Beth earned a BA from Tufts University and a JD from
Boston College Law School, where she first got involved
in protecting the rights of immigrants and asylum-seek-
ers. After a stint at the Justice Department, she joined
the American Immigration Council as a litigator and policy
advocate, rising eventually to the position of executive
director. In that job, she oversaw management, hiring, fun-
draising, budget, programs, and outreach.

Beth and her husband Michael are longtime members
of Adas Israel, where they recently celebrated her daugh-
ter’s bat mitzvah. Beth is also a runner, avid sports fan, and
challah baker. It obviously has not taken her long to fit
right in at Temple Micah.

Hanukkah FROM PAGE 1)>

worked closely with the priesthood.
But Antiochus felt besieged by enemies
and distrusted his Jewish subjects.
There was little stability in Judea at
the time. The Hasmonean rulers also
suffered losses of territory during their
reign and had to fight to regain their
land. They brutally forced gentiles to
convert and killed Jews deemed dis-
loyal, while embracing former enemies
and distant powers like Rome when
necessary.

The Hasmonean saga of internal
rivalries reads like “I, Claudius.” Their
opposition to the “Hellenizers” is well
known. But they also alienated tradition-
alists by grabbing power from the coun-
cil of elders, or Sanhedrin, and declaring
themselves High Priests and later as
kings. Simon, a successor to his brother
Judah, was assassinated, and two of his
sons were killed, with the complicity of

his own son-in-law. Much later, after the
death of Queen Salome Alexandra, war-
fare erupted between her two sons, open-
ing Jerusalem to Pompey’s assault.

Economic divisions aggravated the
political turmoil of Judea. Landowners
and priests who served as tax collectors
were resented by rural lower classes, fos-
tering a tense climate that later incubated
the rise of anti-establishment Jewish holy
men like John the Baptist and Jesus of
Nazareth.

Much of the “Hellenization” of
old seems harmless today, and the
Hasmonean attempts to eradicate it
largely failed. Jews adopted Greek
names, and Jewish landowners and mer-
chants did business and socialized with
Greek counterparts. Greek culture fos-
tered institutions like municipal govern-
ment, Socratic learning, theaters, sports,
and gathering places called synagogues.
Judah’s own declaration of Hanukkah
drew on the Greek custom of holidays

commemorating military victories.

Going further, some Jews also aban-
doned dietary restrictions and engaged
in idol worship. The Greek gymna-
sium in Jerusalem rivaled the Temple
in Jewish social life, even attracting
members of the priesthood. It featured
athletic contests in which young males
competed nude, likely engaging in for-
bidden sexual relations. Historians say
that it was embarrassing for circumcised
Jews to compete naked with uncircum-
cised gentiles. Many Jews stopped cir-
cumcising sons as a result.

Judaism in antiquity was fractious,
reminding us of the divisions among
Jews today, especially the bitter conflicts
over tradition, identity, and assimilation.
The Jewish Festival of Lights can there-
fore illuminate our history of pluralism-
and the need to prevent factionalism
from degenerating into hatred and vio-
lence, making us more vulnerable to the
real enemies of Judaism. ¢
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A Message from

Rabbi Daniel G. Zemel

With this issue, we are entering the next phase

of The Vine.

Our longtime editorial team, Fran Dauth and

Kate Kiggins, informed me earlier this year that
they wished to turn over the reins of our news-
letter’s editorial leadership. In the transition pro-
cess, as | met with Fran, Kate and several others,
I happened upon the idea of trying to move

our newsletter in a slightly different direction.

I wished to see if we might deepen the Jewish
content, to include more Jewish ideas, thought,

Rabbi’s Message FROM PAGE 1>

the waters under the earth. You shall
not bow down to them or serve them...”
(Exodus 20:1-2)

Idolatry begins with worshipping a
statue or what this translation calls “a
sculpted image.” But that’s not all it is.
Idolatry can take many forms. One is tra-
dition itself.

In those Kol Nidre remarks, | referred
to Jaroslav Pelikan’s book, The Vindication
of Tradition, in which he compares tradi-
tion to parents:

“Maturity in relation to our parents
consists in going beyond both a belief in
their omniscience and a disdain for their
weakness...So it must be in our relation to
our spiritual and intellectual parentage,
our tradition.”

Mature people eventually sift through
what their parents have bequeathed to
them and create their own lives, their
own value systems. They are neither total
imitators nor total rejectors. We become
“our own people.” This is Pelikan’s model
for religious inheritance - maturity. We
learn to play our own Jewish game.

What of idolatry?

Pelikan continues:

“It is...a mark of an authentic and
living tradition that it points beyond
itself...An idol purports to be the
embodiment of that which it repre-
sents, but it directs us to itself rather
than beyond itself; idolatry, therefore, is
the failure to pay attention to the tran-
scendent reality beyond the representa-

and history.

tion...Tradition becomes an idol...when it
makes the preservation and repetition of
the past an end in itself”

For Pelikan, an idolatry encompasses
anything that is an absolute or an all-
encompassing whole with no exceptions.
(Wholesale rejection of the past might
also be seen as a sort of idolatry - a wor-
ship of the sovereign self.)

Judaism requires us to take our lives
seriously and to balance among compet-
ing beliefs, values and demands. Idolatry
is the prioritizing of any one thing
above everything else all of the time.
This is what our beloved Micah member,
Henry Zapruder z”l, was saying when he
wrote to me after the Holy Days many
years ago: “In every act, with every idea,
behind every argument there should rest
a grain of doubt and a willingness to
listen...”

Fascism and ultra-nationalism become
forms of idolatry precisely because
their followers adhere to them blindly,
without question. In this regard, | do
not exclude fundamentalist religion as a
form of idolatry.

Rabbinic Judaism applies the Torah’s
command in its most vivid formulation.

“Rabbi Aha said in the name of Rabbi
Akiba...Behold, the commandments were
only given to Israel that they might live
by them, as it is written ‘Which a man
shall perform and live by them’ - he
shall live by them, and not die by them.
Nothing takes precedence over saving
a life, save idolatry, sexual sins, and
murder.” (Tosefta Shabbat 16:14)
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At a time when many online Jewish publica-
tions seem to be trending toward Orthodox or
traditional theology and outlook, | am seeking to
offer a more progressive approach.

Steve Weisman has graciously agreed to serve
as editorial adviser for the experimental journey
on which we now embark.

You can do almost anything to save a
life. You can steal, lie or cheat, but you
cannot commit a sexual sin (e.g. rape
or incest), murder or an idolatrous act.
Why did the rabbis forbid idolatry? Why
did they put idolatry in the same cat-
egory as the heinous crimes of rape and
murder? They did so because the entire
rabbinic value system is rooted in the
notion of One God as the only absolute,
the root from which all else grows. Deny
that, give precedence to something else,
and there is no value system at all. We
have then entered a value-free world
where anything goes.

| sometimes think that we are being
strangled in a web of idolatry, unable to
listen to another point of view. Too many
follow a political ideology that combines
total rejection of compromise with abso-
lute adoration of a particular figure. This is
a dangerous brew.

Judaism rests on the Second
Commandment. It can be seen, in a way,
as a game whose rules we create and
recreate through time and circumstance.
We can change and adapt, moving
pieces here and there. In modernity, we
have done so. But not with total aban-
don. We play the game while adhering
to a fundamental principle: the absolute
rejection of anything that is idolatrous.
God alone is God. We can discuss the
idea of no God - and will at another
time - but there can never be a differ-
ent God.

Shalom,

Rabbi Daniel Zemel
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Dear Micah Family,

Studying Torah teaches us how to
read two things at the same time. We
read what is there, and we read what
is not there. Sometimes, what we are
missing is the emotion—the incredu-
lity at an event or action, the outwardly
expressed fear or anxiety or love.
Sometimes, what we are missing are
voices—of women, of traumatized chil-
dren, of God. And sometimes, what is
left for a footnote or up to the imagina-
tion is a sense of finality or justice. And
so, we imagine.

What you'll see following this intro-
duction is part of the millenia-old
tradition to imagine, to read silence.
Sometimes it calls out to me loudly,
sometimes | hear a whisper. And it is in
those margins, between the lines and
letters, where | found these poems.

The three poems of mine I've included
here are inspired by my reading of
Genesis. The first, “What if Abraham
got it wrong?” is a response to the
story of the “Binding of Isaac,” and the
intergenerational wound it may have
left behind. The second, “Garden of
Eve’, imagines Eve as a farmer, after the
expulsion from the Garden of Eden.
The final poem, “I want to be one of
the angels,” is a personal exploration
of what it means to be made a fallible
and flawed human, amidst an imagined
universe of angels. If, as Genesis, and
the interpretive tradition suggests to
us, it is so often angels who are mes-
sengers and rescuers, what might that
mean for us mortals?

Lastly, | believe that this (and all
poetry, and Torah, for that matter) is
meant to be a conversation. If you want

What if Abraham got it wrong?

Shvarim —

the earth is shattered.

the contract broken.

Or did the man misunderstand.
was the father supposed to teach the right way

the way to be a person is

to know more, about the sources that
inspired them or that are referenced
within, do reach out. I'd love to imagine
more worlds and words together.
Thank you,
Rabbi Crawley

to give & sacrifice & appreciate

but instead he taught

fear.

he said you are only powerful if you're the one holding the weapon
the test of strength he passed

but he failed us all -

taught his son that connection is weakness
and he taught his sons to acquire and tie more knots and stand with tight fists

first two — then 12 — then to all the generations of sons

and so we cry — still

Shvarim — the earth is shattered.

what will bring repair?

When fathers help their sons stand up
when they teach that tears strengthen

they don’t wound you permanently
keeping you from seeing

the suffering of a gentle ram stuck in a bush
of a woman fighting to be heard

of a crying boy who just wants to be held and loved
until then —
Shvarim — the earth is shattered.
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Garden of Eve

She is full of seeds
Eve’s first garden of her own
her place of exile
Should she grow the pain?
see how its lengthening vines can strangle and overwhelm
all of those seeds
the ones called anger
called hurt
called alone
called afraid
And there are the other seeds
seeds that bear her name —
Chavah —
Life
Living
Alive
the seeds that she shared
not stole
from that beautiful tree that changed it all
made it so so hard
So she does the only thing that she can do
she plants it all
plants her heart
and waits to see what grows
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| want to be one of the angels

Those angels without knees
| want to stand at attention & see it all.
to be sent.
I want to come into the world
And see who offers me water
Who reaches in their cabinet for the good snacks
I want to know who | can trust
It’s hard, you know, because God took our friend Truth and buried her here
maybe I'll find her.
I want to be one of the angels —
Maybe the one who pushes knives out of their hands
Who calls them by their name and sees their pain
| want to be one of the angels —
Maybe the one whose tears can melt metal
Wow — what would they make instead?
Would they learn from me the power of their own tears?
I want to be one of the angels —
Maybe one of the chorus girls who
Seems to have holiness on her lips
she says it so easily
Holy times three
I want to be one of the angels —
So easy to serve when you don’t need
anything for yourself
Easier to visit her bedside
To wrestle with his demons
To block the path of the enemy
To crown God as the King of Me always
To stand in front of every soul
Crying
“Make way for the image of God”
I want to be one of the angels —
But | am earthbound
Merely, Divinely mortal
And still -
I can lift my eyes to compassion
And | can appeal to my better
And | can see her laughter and yearning in the same breath
And so I'll dig up truth and cry & love and when | whisper
Holy, Holy, Holy,
When | answer — Hineini —
I'll know our job is the same.
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TZEDAKAH

HIGH HOLY DAYS 5782
Christine Abrams
Sasha Adler

Dana Alpern
Susan Alpern-Fisch
Brian Altman
Steven Amarnick
Michelle Anapol
Dina Anchin

Erica Andersen
Jordan Anderson
Scott Anenberg
Barbara Anenberg
Roberta Aronson
Janet Augenbraun
Vicky Autrey
Justin Bachorik
Lindsey Bailet
Peggy Banks

Sara Barrack

Sue Baum

Elise Bean

Ellen Beares
Johanna Bell
Lenore Bell
Benjamin Beraha
Nathan Beraha
Amy Berger
Diane Berreth
Aaron Bielenberg
Andrea Blinkhorn
Gideon Blum

Eli Blum

Judith Blumberg
Norman Blumenfeld
Mark Blumenthal
Elka and Sidney Booth
Scott Brawer
Jane Brodsky
Michelle Brotzman
Arthur Brown
Stuart Brown
Carrie Budoff
Jennifer Budoff
David Bulman
After Burk

Alan Carpien
Kathryn Ceja
Jessica Chase
Michael Chertoff
Ann Cohen
Daniel Cohen

Lisa Cohen

Mindy Cohen
Rachel Cohen
Susan Crockin
Sarah Davidson
The Davis family
Rebecca DeSantis
David Diskin

Diane Dodge
Rachel Dorman
Kylee Dubin

Julia duMais
Maria Echaveste
Alan Edelman
Jonathan Edelman
Mckinley Edelman
Wendy Erlanger
Caroline Fehr
Paul Feinberg
Ellen Feingold
Rachael Feldman
Shelley Fidler
Jessica Finkle
Sallie Forman
David Forman
Seth Frazier
Jacob Freedman
Ginger From
Cinzia Furlanetto
Pamela Gelfond
Victoria Gellis
Pamela Gerr
Adam Gerson

Jim Gerstein

Eric Geshekter
David Gewanter
Arielle Gingold
Eric Glantz

David Glass

Elisa Glazer

Peter Gluck
Robyn Goecke
Elizabeth Goldberg
Laurel Goldberg
Marsha Goldberg
Melvin Goldberg
Leslie Goldman
David Goldstein and Nani Coloretti
Ira Goldstein
Penelope and David Goldstein
Dan Goodman
Sarah Gordon
Lisa Gordon
Hannah Gould
Bradley Graham
Emily Grand
Barbara Green
Ana Greenstein
Anthony Grimaldo
Doug Grob
Melissa Grober-Morrow
Mandy Grunwald
Jay Grusin
Andrew Haas
Alyn Hadar

Simi Hadley

Aurie Hall

Sarah Halpern
James Halpert
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James Hamos

Leora Hanser
Jacqueline Harwood
Richard Harwood
Bethany Hauser
Charles Henoch
Margaret Henoch
Molly Henry

Patti Henshel

Jill Herzog

Renata Hesse
Carole and John Hirschmann
Irene Holtz
Whitney Howell
Ruth Hurvitz
Thomas Hyde
Walter Jacob

Fred Jacob

Darren Jaffe

Wendy Jennis and Doug Mishkin
Anna Jordan
Charles Kahn

Aric Kaiser

Jessica Kaplan

Lew Karp

Aaron Karsh
Hannah Katch

Philip Katz

Richard Katz

Jared Katzman
Claire Kaufmann
Jonathan Kaye
Patricia Kent

Rhett Kent

Jane and Chaz Kerschner

Harriette Kinberg on behalf
of Joshua Kinberg

Harriette Kinberg
Rita Kirshstein
Elizabeth Klee
Melissa Klein

Julie Klepper
Leesa Klepper
Elsie Heyrman Klumpner
Rebecca Kolodner
Lawrence Kraus
Alan Kraut
Sheldon Krebs
Eileen Krill

Sheila Krumholz
Joan Kutcher
Lucy Labson
David Laks
Andrea LaRue
Nancy Leeds
Robin Leeds
Dawn Lehker
Brad Lerner
Rachel Levin
Wendi Levine
Michelle Levine
Philip Levine
Jillian Levine-Sisson
Arielle Levy

Marc Levy
Deborah Lipman
Mark Lowenstein
Jennifer Luray
Zachary Lynch
Dan Mach
Michele Mackie
Manya Magnus
Lorri Manasse
Phyllis Marcus
Barbara Marin
Karen Mark
Michael Maurer
Elliot Maxwell
Mara Mayor
Eliza McGraw
Amy McLaughlin
Ellen Meade
Trey Meehan
Lorna Melendy
Yaron Miller
Rielle Miller Gabriel
Elissa Miller-Kay
Russell Misheloff
Galey Modan
Samara Morgenheim
Anne Morrison
Jeffrey Morrow
Jeffrey Moscow
Lori Muhlstein
Susan Nathan
Lisa Newman
Melissa Newman

Michael and Marian Newman

Sara Niles

Shirley Novak
Jennifer Oko

Marc Pearl

Elly Perl

Annie Petsonk
Debra Pilkinton
Nancy Piness

Billy Pizer

Liz Poliner

Marcy Porter
Janice Povar

Gail Povar

Reva Price

Matt Pritsker
Sheppard Ranbom
Clem Rastatter
Ariel Rawls

Michal Regunberg
Isabel Reiff

Debbi Rich

Jordon Ricks

Arlyn Riskind
Shannon Roche
Samantha Rockler
Stephen Rockower
Robert Rosenbaum
Shoshana Rosenbaum
Marcus Rosenbaum
Daniel Rosenberg
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Matthew Rosenberg
Lina Rosenberg Foley
Sarah Rosenbloom
Ellen Rosenthal
Ben Rubenstein
Robin Rudowitz
Gwynneth Russler
Heather Sacks
David Sahr

Lisa Saks

Noel Salinger
Susanne Salkind
Daniel Sallick
Joseph Samuels
Melanie Sandler
Benjamin Sarlin
Wayne Saxe
Spencer Scharff
Eric Scheinkopf
Ruth Schimel
David Schlein
Sarah Schooler
Daniel Schwartz
Maralee Schwartz
Frances Schwartz
Diana Seasonwein
Jed Seifert

Robin Shaffert
Andrew Shaw
Amy Shilo

Katie Shvartsman
Margo Silberstein
Alec Silver

Ruth Simon
Jacqueline Simon
Jessie Singer
Lincoln Sklar

Lori Skolnick
David Skorton
Debra Smith

Ori Z. Soltes
Joshua Soven
Catherine Spanbauer
Marshall Sparberg
Greg Staple

Dan Steinberg
Barbara Stephens
Carol Stoel
Zachary Stoloff
Wendy Struhl
Sarah Swatzburg
Marsha Swiss
Jordan Tama
Emily Tamkin
Samantha Tananbaum
Jacob Tapper
Sharon Tash

Ryan Tepperman
Alice Tetelman
Philip Tizzani

Liz Townsend
Adrienne Umansky
Jonathan Ustun
Julie Wagshal

CHESHVAN/KISLEV/TEVET 5782

Peter Waldheim
Judy Warshof
Jeremy Weinberg
Harriet Weiner
Meryl Weiner
Jonathan Weisman
Ronald Weiss

Neil Welles

Ariel Wentworth
Caroline Wentworth
Linda Wernick-Cassell
Aaron Wesolowski

Jonathan Westreich and
Grace Mitchell Westreich

Sonia White

Scott Wiener
Judith Wiesberg
Marcy Wilder
Eileen Winter
Tracy Wolf

Elaine Wolff
Isadora Yoffie
Debra Yogodzinski
Sharon Zamore
Joanne Zamore
Julie Zauzmer Weil
Daniel Zibel
Rachel Zuraw

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT
FUND

Erica DeVos
Lani and Michael Inlander
Beverly and Harlan Sherwat

IN HONOR OF
The birth of Zepher Daniel Weinstein
Rew, by Bobbie and Edward Wendel

Teddy Klaus, by Tom Parker
and Shelley Temchin

IN MEMORY OF
Dennis Davis, Jack Schiffman, by
Judith Capen and Robert Weinstein

Gertrude Klaus, by Nathan
and Karen Beraha

ENDOWMENT FUND

Michelle Sender

IN MEMORY OF
Jonah Gitlitz, by Syma Mendelsohn

Agnes Hamos, by Gail Povar
and Larry Bachorik

Bezalel Hershkovitz, Milton
Socolar, by Brenda Levenson

Reuben Heller, by Marilyn Paul

GENERAL FUND
David Adler

David and Lucy Asher
Robin and Michael Emery
Robert Feinberg

Ronna and Stan Foster
Janet R. Gordon

Mark Gruenberg

David Hough

Phil and Barbara Levine
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Michele and Sean Mackie

Lorri Manasse and Russell Misheloff
Lynda Mulhauser and Richard Pierce
Jonathan Navas

Jennifer Oko

Tom Parker and Shelley Temchin
Naomi Perian

Libby Saypol

Frances and Stuart Schwartz

Evan Schultz

Eric Scheinkopf

Michelle Sender

Philip Tabas and Helen Hooper

IN HONOR OF

Ceil Goldberg, by the Westdahls
Rachel Gross, by Nancy Raskin
Teddy Klaus, by Stephen Appell
and Marie Danforth, Ted
Bornstein and Lesley Weiss
Rhiannon Walsh and Hannah
Ruth Wellons, by Ellie Goldman
Rabbi Zemel's thoughtful and
inspiring remarks regarding
Israel at the Shabbat evening
service May 14, 2021, by Doug
Mishkin and Wendy Jennis

IN MEMORY OF

Herbert Barchoff, by Jared

Blum and Kate Kiggins

Malcolm Bernhardt, Nancy
Schwartz, by Judith Capen

and Robert Weinstein

Renia Chadajo, by John

and Trudy Saracco

Irving Falb, by Robert Falb on
behalf of all Irving’s children,
grandchildren, great grandchildren,
and great-great grandchildren
Edward Forgotson, Hallene Marks,
by Elka and Sidney Booth

Josef Gartner, by Amanda

Banner, Rabbi Rachel Gartner

and David Ebenbach

Jonah Gitlitz, by Lynn and Alfred
Altschul, Peggy Douglas, Helen C.
Epps, Lora Ferguson, Al and Ginger
From, Lee Futrovsky and Yael Traum,
Helene and Gene Granof, Carol A.
Kelly, Michael and Margaret Kirby,
Dan and Ceil Payne, Frederick
Rickles, Harriet and Randy Tritell
Edward Greenberg, by

Shannon Moran

Agnes Hamos, by Norman
Blumenfeld

Dorothy Kirby, by Rosalyn Doggett,
Lisa and Rick Rosenstock and family
Gertrude Klaus, by Rabbi

Rachel Gartner and David
Ebenbach, Susannah Nadler

and Zachary Weingarten

Sanford Lazar, by Learita Scott
Olga Lehmann, by Richard Lehmann
Jonathan Luray “and Purim Shpiels
past,” by Alan and Jannet Carpien
Minnie Odoroff, by Elizabeth
Odoroff and David Morgan

o

Rita Posner, by Andy and

Shellie Bressler, Jocelyn Guyer,
the Miller Gabriel family,
Jonathan and Shayna Rudick
Gruine Robinson, by Kimberly Seidel
Jack Schiffman, by Barbara and
Scott Anenberg, Elka and Sidney
Booth, Beverly J. Cox, Al and Ginger
From, Wendy Jennis and Doug
Mishkin, Clark and Marcia Silcox
Joan Schwarz, by Lora Ferguson,
Paul Greenberg and Rick
Billingsley, Phyllis and Victor Katz,
Adrienne Hollander Umansky
George Scott, by Judy

and Jack Hadley

Milton Socolar, by Elka and
Sidney Booth , David and
Barbara Diskin, Claire Rubin
Herman Stekler, Paul A.
Weinstein, by Alice Weinstein

Sidney Tabas, by Philip Tabas
Barbara Wertheimer, by

Sarah and Eric Rosand

Myrna G. Wisotsky, by Kate Kiggins,
Amy McLaughlin and Mark Levine

INNOVATION FUND
Rabbi Herbert and Sharon Schwartz
Jane Yamaykin

IN HONOR OF
Miles Narva’s becoming bar
mitzvah, by Geri Nielsen

IN MEMORY OF

Jonah Gitlitz, by Ed and

Bobbie Wendel

David Green, by Barbara Green
Agnes Hamos, by Debra Knopman,
Marc Levy and Valerie Strauss
Gertrude Klaus, by Larry

Cooley and Marina Fanning

Milton Socolar, by Skip

and Barbara Halpern

Elliott Stonehill, by Harriett Stonehill

LEARNING FUND

Rachael Feldman and
Christian Dorsey

Carole and John Hirschmann

IN HONOR OF
Emily Aronson, and in honor

of Francie Schwartz receiving

her honorary Ph.D. from

HUCHJIR, by Learita Scott

Rabbi Emily Aronson’s ordination at
HUCHIR, by Elka and Sidney Booth
Harriett Stonehill’s birthday,

by Nancy Raskin

IN MEMORY OF

Dora Bender, by Carole
and John Hirschmann
Herbert Brand, by Ellen
and Stan Brand

Lilian Brawer, by Scott Brawer
Evelyn Donenfeld, by Felicia
and Holden Kolodner

Jonah Gitlitz, by Lynda and
Curt Plott, Nancy Raskin




David Goldberg, Diane
Sager, by Nancy Raskin
Howard Shea Grob, by
Doug and Hiromi Grob

Ruth Gruenberg, by Mark Gruenberg

Gertrude Klaus, by Harriet
and Randy Tritell

Joan Schwarz, by Mark and
Cecelia Weinheimer

Kenneth Weiner, by George
and Meryl Weiner

LEGACY FUND

IN MEMORY OF
Myrna G. Wisotsky, by
Elka and Sid Booth

MICAH HOUSE FUND

Miriam and Sean Grogan
Lani and Michael Inlander

Stephen Kurzman and
Patricia Goldman

Michelle Sender

IN HONOR OF
Catherine Lynch, by Ann Sablosky
and Stephen Rockower

Stephen Rockower, by Larry Bachorik

IN MEMORY OF
Phyllis Appel Bell, by
Harriette Kinberg

Renia Chadajo, Norman Sablosky, by
Ann Sablosky and Stephen Rockower

Jonah Gitlitz, by Alice
and Harvey Galper

Dorothy Kirby, by Geri Nielsen

Bruce Landfield, Sidney
Landfield, by Susan Landfield

Margaret DeWitt Newman,
by Lynn Rothberg

Gretchen White Oberman,
by Bayla White

Jack Schiffman, Joan Schwarz,
by Karen Zizmor

Milton Socolar, by Richard and
Susan Lahne, Ann Sablosky
and Stephen Rockower

Joseph Weisman, by Steven Weisman

MUSIC AND WORSHIP
FUND

Arlene Brown and Gene Bialek
Richard Fitz and Kathy Spiegel
Hannah Gould

The Marvin Family

Michelle Sender

Beverly and Harlan Sherwat
Ellen Sommer

Dennis Ward
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IN HONOR OF
Teddy Klaus and his amazing and
enduring service to Temple Micah
as its Music Director, by Dana M.
Alpern, Scott and Barbara Anenberg,
Iris and Phil Barnett, Elise Bean,
Diane Berreth and David Kobrin,
Jeffrey Blattner, Peg Blechman and
Paul Shapiro, Norman Blumenfeld,
Elka and Sid Booth, Alejandra
Bornstein, Arlene Brown and Gene
Bialek, Alan and Jannet Carpien,
Kathy, Paul, Jason, and Hannah Ceja,
Larry Cooley and Marina Fanning,
the Feinberg-White family, Richard
Fitz and Kathy Spiegel, Stan and
Ronna Foster, Aliza and Jim Gerstein,
Roberta and Peter Gluck, Burton
Greenstein, Doug and Hiromi

Grob, Jack and Judy Hadley, Skip
and Barbara Halpern, Andrea and
Jim Hamos, Renata Hesse and Josh
Soven, Debra Knopman, Myra and
Mark Kovey, Donna Lloyd-Jones, Sara
Morningstar and Philip Katz, Marilyn
Paul, Nancy Piness, Gail Povar and
Larry Bachorik, Nancy Raskin, Isabel
Reiff and Lee Pasarew, Gwynneth

Q. Russler, Lisa Saks, John and Trudy
Saracco, Dale Saul, Celia Shapiro and
Bob Dorfman, Harriet and Randy
Tritell, the Weinberg/Coudenhove
family, Mark and Cecelia
Weinheimer, Daniel and Beverly Yett

IN MEMORY OF

Sarah Blumenfeld, by

Norman Blumenfeld

Renia Chadajo, Susan Dorfman Levin,
by Celia Shapiro and Bob Dorfman
Hyman Foster, by Stan

and Ronna Foster

Edward Greenberg, by Lora

and Frank Ferguson, Celia

Shapiro and Bob Dorfman,

Cindy Bosco Hill and Debbie
McKerrow, by Hannah Gould
Dorothy Kirby, Philip Sokolow,

by Ellen Sommer

Gertrude Klaus, by David and Martha
Adler, David and Livia Bardin, Elka
and Sidney Booth, Judith Capen
and Robert Weinstein, Alan and
Jannet Carpien, David and Barbara
Diskin, Lora and Frank Ferguson,

Lee Futrovsky and Yael Traum, Julie
Galambush and David Chernoff,
Roberta and Peter Gluck, Helene and
Gene Granof, Judy and Jack Hadley,
Mark Levine and Amy McLaughlin,
Gail Povar and Larry Bachorik, Annie
Petsonk and John Watts, Stephen
Rockower and Ann Sablosky, Celia
Shapiro and Bob Dorfman, Jessica
and Harry Silver, Ellen Sommer
Sylvia B. Lang, by Patricia Kent

Jonathan Luray, by Andy

and Shellie Bressler

Marty Obrand, by Lorri

Manasse and Russ Misheloff
Walter Leo Schiff, by Alan and
Jannet Carpien, Judith Wiesberg
Joan Schwarz, by Jack and Judy
Hadley, Beverly and Harlan Sherwat
Milton Socolar, by Alan

and Jannet Carpien
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Sidney Trager, by Nancy Piness

RABBI BERAHAS
DISCRETIONARY FUND
Jack and Judy Hadley

Lani and Michael Inlander

Felicia Kolodner

Jessica Roda and Andre Rodriguez

IN HONOR OF
Mollie Ann Edelman, by
Mckinley and Alex Edelman

Heidi Osmond, by Hannah Epstein

IN MEMORY OF
Jonah Gitlitz, by Jacqueline
Hunt/Charterl00

Gertrude Klaus, by Beth Hess

Alan Stark, by Rachel Dorman
and Nicholas Stark

RABBI CRAWLEY’S
DISCRETIONARY FUND

Joshua Cartwright

Bob Hynes and Gail Raiman
Michele and Sean Mackie
Debbie and Jim Roumell

Sandra Schwartz and
Anthony Maiolatesi

IN HONOR OF
Rabbi Crawley, by Dr. and
Mrs. Lawrence Shinbaum

Elsie Heyrman Klumpner,
Phyllis Posner, Nancy Raskin,
and Francie Schwartz, by
Roberta and Mort Goren

IN MEMORY OF
Dorothy Kirby and Joan Schwarz,
by Roberta and Mort Goren

Nancy and Herb Milstein, by
Lori Milstein and David Sahr

RABBI ZEMEL'S
DISCRETIONARY FUND

Alan Bandler

Bryna Brennan

William Cooke

Richard Fitz and Kathy Spiegel
Shelley Fidler

Paul Friedman

Tom Green

Ina Herlitzka and the family
of Dorothy P. Kirby

Michael and Maxine Mantell
Naomi Perian

Learita Scott

IN HONOR OF

Geri Nielsen, Peggy Banks, and
Shelley Grossman for their summer
service, by Kenneth Liberstein

Our marriage, by Jennifer Steinhauer
and Jonathan Weisman

IN MEMORY OF

Jane Abrams, by Wendi
Levine and Hall Sisson
Jeanne Lehmann Dillon,
by Rich Lehmann
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Richard Futrovsky, by Lee Futrovsky
Jonah Gitlitz, by Robert Dorfman
and Celia Shapiro, Faye Laing,
Emily Sommers and Bill Treanor
Lucile Katz, by Richard Katz

and Martha Lessman Katz

Sam Ransohoff, by Mark
Blumenthal and Helen Burstin
Jack Schiffman, loving son,
brother, and uncle, by Elaine

and Barry Margolis

Jack Samuels Schiffman, by Mary
Beth Schiffman and David Tochen
Milton Socolar, by John

and Trudy Saracco

Joan F. Soloway, by the

Soloway family

Brian Stonehill, by Harriett Stonehill
Elbert Evans Ward, by

Dennis and Jesse Ward

Bella Weiner, by Louis

and Harriet Weiner

SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND
Richard Fitz and Kathy Spiegel
Lani and Michael Inlander
Michelle Sender

IN HONOR OF

Arundhati Baden-Mayer Eidinger,
by Alexis Baden-Mayer

My parents, Sidney and Elka
Booth, for their birthdays and
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day,
by Melissa Naomi Booth

Rabbi Samantha Frank,

by Chelsea James

Rachel Gross, for ten years

of service to Temple Micah,

by Karen and Bill Witte

Orla Maeve Hotz, by Larry
Bachorik and Gail Povar

Leo Karabell, in celebration of his
first birthday, by Ed Goldberg

IN MEMORY OF
Frank Anderson, Jonathan Luray,
Myrna G. Wisotsky, by Nancy Piness
Dennis Davis, John Pasco, by

the Shampaine-Soltes family

Saul Dorfman, by Robert

Dorfman and Celia Shapiro

Josef Karl Gartner, by Peter Kralovec
Jonah Gitlitz, by Roberta and Peter
Gluck, Richard and Susan Lahne,
Diana and Robert Seasonwein,

Judy and Doug Warshof

Eddie Greenberg, by Cynthia Green

Dorothy P. Kirby, by Geri
Nielsen, Kit Wheatley

Rita G. Posner, by Elka and Sid Booth

Jack Schiffman, by Robert Dorfman
and Celia Shapiro, Terri Horn,
Andrea and Jim Hamos, Nancy
Piness, Gail Povar and Larry
Bachorik, Stephen Rockower and
Ann Sablosky, Harry and Jessica
Silver, Bobbie and Ed Wendel
Joan Schwarz, by David and
Barbara Diskin, Stephen
Rockower and Ann Sablosky,
Diana and Robert Seasonwein




Milton Socolar, by Jack
and Judy Hadley

SUKKAT SHALOM

Christy and Andrew Abrams

Martha and David Adler

Susan Alpern-Fisch and Richard Fisch
Roberta Aronson and Paul Goldberg
Larry Bachorik and Gail Povar

Pearl Bailes

Peggy Banks

Scott Barash and Gayle Wald

Elise Bean and Paul Carver

Jill and Howard Berman

Diane Berreth and David Kobrin
Esther Bieri and Benjamin Rosenbaum
Jared Blum and Kate Kiggins

Judith Blumberg

Norman Blumenfeld

Elka and Sid Booth

Marcia Bordman

Janet and Christopher Bowen

Randi and David Braverman

Shellie and Andy Bressler

Patty Brink and Adam Klinger

Julie Schechter Torres
and Mauricio Torres

Michelle and Robert Brotzman

Alan Burch and Andrea Levine

Jean Buerkle

Lily Buerkle and Eric Geshekter
Joanne Carter and Geoffrey Barron
Kathryn and Paul Ceja

Judith Chisolm

Stacy and Emily Cloyd

Kathlene Collins & David Lowenstein

Sophia Coudenhove-Kalergi
and Jeremy Weinberg

Melissa Crawley

Rabbi Stephanie Crawley
and Jesse Paikin

Barbara Cristy

Susan Crockin

Frances Dauth

Jeannelle and Nicole D’lsa
Barbara and David Diskin
Kristin and Roger Diwan
Diane Dodge

Jodi Enda and Terence Samuel
Helen Epps

Naomi Feigenbaum

Rachael Feldman and
Christian Dorsey

Lora and Frank Ferguson

Ronna and Stan Foster

Dorian Friedman and Alexander Lurie
Morton Friedman

Ginger and Al From

Rachel Gartner and David Ebenbach
Roberta and Peter Gluck

Susan Goda

Robyn and Mike Goecke

Elizabeth and Eric Goldberg

Greer and Gerald Goldman

Janet Gordon
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Roberta and Morton Goren
Hannah Gould

Helene and Gene Granof

Doug Grob and Hiromi Maruyama
Miriam and Sean Grogan

Genie Grohman

Rachel Gross and Doug Taphouse
Margaret and Jeffrey Grotte
Jennifer Gruber and Eric Rosenberg
Jocelyn Guyer and Joshua Seidman
Judy and Jack Hadley

Andrea and James Hamos

Margaret Henoch and Ruth Henoch
Mary Hollis and Bill Page

Helen Hooper and Philip Tabas
David Hough

Judy Hurvitz

Dana Hyde and Jonathan Chambers
Thomas Hyde and Paul Meyers

Lani and Michael Inlander

Howard Isenstein and Elizabeth Miller
Jennifer Kaplan and Tom Trendl
Sunny Kaplan and Peter Christensen
Matthew Katzive and Kimberly Curtis
Aaron Kaufman

Patricia Kent

Harriette Kinberg

Maggie and Russell Kirsh

Rita Kirshstein and Bliss Cartwright
Elsie Heyrman Klumpner

Debra Knopman

Myra and Mark Kovey

Deborah and Alan Kraut

Sheila Krumholz and Daniel Oshtry
Susan Landfield

Esther Lederman and Scott Gant
Michael Levin

Barbara and Philip Levine

Wendi Levine and Hall Sisson

Jillian Levine-Sisson and
Scott McCormick

Alison Litvin

Arlene Lutenegger

Bob Lyke

Michele and Sean Mackie
Manya and Magus Magnus
Elaine Margolis

Lucille and Robert Marvin
Andi Mathis

Hannah and Michael Matthews
Barbara and Al McConagha
Amy McLaughlin and Mark Levine

Johanna Mendelson-Forman
and David Forman

Rielle and Seth Miller Gabriel

Gabriella Modan and
Susan Fleischmann

Sara Morningstar and Philip Katz
Lynda Mulhauser and Richard Pierce
Geri Nielsen

Susan and Bill Nussbaum

Jennifer and Michael Oko

Paul and Robin Parry

Erica Perl and Michael Sewell
Rebecca Perry and Louis Kolodner

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2021 0

Nancy Piness

Sheila Platoff

Amanda and Aaron Pollon

Steven Posner and Robin Rudowitz
Ashley Pratt

Sam Ransohoff z"l

Nancy Raskin

Conrad Risher

Amy Royden-Bloom and Evan Bloom
Claire Rubin

Susan Rubin

Ann Sablosky and Steve Rockower
Lisa Saks and Lawrence Lynn

Noel Salinger

Trudy and John Saracco

Julie Schechter Torres
and Mauricio Torres

Mary Beth Schiffman
and David Tochen

Sidney Schnall

Beth and Brian Schneider

Mical and Michael Schneider
Sara Schoen

Michael Schooler

Linda Schultz

Wendy Schumacher

Amy Schussheim

Helen Schwartz

Maralee Schwartz

Joseph Schwarz

Marsha Semmel

Michelle Sender

Robin Shaffert and Dean Brenner
Celia Shapiro and Robert Dorfman
Paul Shapiro and Peg Blechman
Julie Sherman and Martin Rogoff
Marjorie Sherman

Beverly and Harlan Sherwat
Marcia and Clark Silcox

Jessica and Harry Silver

Gary and Debbie Smith

Melinda and Douglas Soffer
Kathy Spiegel and Richard Fitz
Lila Suna

Emily Tamkin and Neil Bhatiya
Randy and Harriet Tritell

A.M. Tucker and Karen Mark
Julie Wagshal

Ruth Wattenberg and David Kusnet
Harriet and Louis Weiner
Cecelia and Mark Weinheimer
Alice Weinstein

Steven and Elise Weinstein
Bobbie and Edward Wendel
Shari and Bret Werb

Aaron Wesolowski and
Megan Coffman

Grace Mitchell Westreich
and Jonathan Westreich

Kit Wheatley and Tom Sahagian
Bayla White

Judith Wiesberg

Marcy Wilder and Aurie Hall
Danny and Louise Zemel

Elaine and Jerrold Zuppe

IN HONOR OF
Martin Zatz, by Marcia Bordman

IN MEMORY OF
Ben Appel, by Harriette Kinberg

Renia Chadajo, by David
and Barbara Diskin

Harry Cherney, by Rielle
Miller Gabriel

Jonah Gitlitz, by Martha and
David Adler, Debra Knopman

Morton and Bernice Gordon,
by Janet R. Gordon

Agnes Hamos, by Martha and David
Adler, Susan Alpern-Fisch and Ricky
Fisch, Shellie and Andy Bressler,
Robin Shaffert and Dean Brenner

William Henoch, by Ruth
and Margaret Henoch

David Landa, by Rachael
and Olivier Fleurence

Jon Luray, Jack Schiffman, Milton
Socolar, by Martha and David Adler

Robert Morgenstein, by
Michelle Berman

Harry E. Rockower, by
Stephen Rockower

Jack Schiffman, with love and
condolences to Mary Beth
Schiffman, David Tochen, and
their family, by Susan Alpern-
Fisch and Ricky Fisch

Myrna G. Wisotsky, by Susan
Alpern-Fisch and Ricky Fisch,
Shellie and Andy Bressler

THE RABBI DANIEL
GOLDMAN ZEMEL FUND
FOR ISRAEL

Mark Blumenthal and Helen Burstin
Bob Lyke

Michele and Sean Mackie

Michelle Sender

IN MEMORY OF
Rita Blatt, Harold Blatt and Robert
Blatt, by Roberta Aronson

Abby Dorfman, Milton Socolar, by
Robert Dorfman and Celia Shapiro

My mother, Rosalie Blumenthal
Dorfman, by Robert Dorfman

Jonah Gitlitz, by Elka
and Sidney Booth

Agnes Hamos, by Al and Ginger From

Myrna G. Wisotsky, by the
Kaplan Trend! family

This list reflects donations
received Apr. 20-Sep. 30, 2021.
Every effort has been made
to ensure its accuracy, but

if there are any errors or
omissions please accept our
apologies. For corrections or
clarifications, please contact
Hannah Ruth Wellons in the
temple office. Thank you.
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MAZAL TOV

Jon Berman and Teri Husfloen on the birth of their

son, Levi Rian Berman, grandchild of Howard and Jill

Berman

Debbie Billet-Roumell and Jim Roumell, on the
marriage of their daughter, Nina, to Chad Christoff

Jared Blum and Kate Kiggins, on the marriage of their

son, Eli, to Caitlin Watson

Judith Capen and Robert Weinstein, on the birth of

their grandson, Zepher Daniel Weinstein Rew

Matthew Cooper and Alex Leo, on the birth of their

son, Leo Daniel Cooper

Rebecca Perry and Lou, Holden, and Oaklee Kolodner,
on the birth of their daughter and sister, Mara
Andrea Kolodner

Steve Rockower and Ann Sablosky, on the birth of
their granddaughter, Orla Maeve Hotz

John and Trudy Saracco, on the marriage of their son,
Steven, to Patricia Yan

Jennifer Steinhauer and Jonathan Weisman, on their
marriage

Rhiannon Walsh, on her marriage to Julia Singer

The Temple Micah community extends its deepest condolences to:

MARTHA ADLER, on the passing of her nephew,
Sam Ransohoff

SHELLIE BRESSLER, on the passing of her mother,
Janice Berlin

ALAN BURcH, on the passing of his mother,
Mary Lou Reck

RaBBI STEPHANIE CRAWLEY, on the passing of her
great aunt, Leona Stein

RoBIN DavissoN, on the passing of her father,
Charles Davisson

Jobr Expa, on the passing of her uncle,
Gregory Gaymont

SaLLie ForMAN, on the passing of her husband,
Jonah Gitlitz

RaBBI RACHEL GARTNER, on the passing of her father,
Josef Karl Gartner

JoceELYN GEHRKE, on the passing of her brother,
John David Marks Jr.

HELENE GRANOF, on the passing of her brother,
Walter Leo Schiff

Jan D. GREENBERG, on the passing of her father,
Edward Greenberg

RacHEL Gross AND Doue TAPHOUSE, on the passing
of Doug’s son and son-in-law, Michael Taphouse and
Nick Fletcher

May their memories be for a blessing.

Jack HADLEY, on the passing of his aunt,
Renia Chadajo

RasB1 LARRY HOFFMAN, on the passing of his wife,
Gayle Hoover

Teppy Kvraus, on the passing of his mother,
Gertrude Klaus

MartHA LEssmaN Katz, on the passing of her mother,
Ida Lessman

JENNY Luray, on the passing of her brother, Jon Luray

BiLL NussBauMm, on the passing of his mother,
Goldie Nussbaum

STEVEN POSNER, on the passing of his mother,
Rita G. Posner

MaRry BETH SCHIFFMAN, on the passing of her brother,

Jack Schiffman

Amy ScHUSSHEIM, on the passing of her friend,
Cielito Narvasa

Amy SHILO, on the passing of her husband,
Alex Schiffman-Shilo

PAULETTE SHULMAN, on the passing of her brother,
John Pasco

MARLYN SOCOLAR, on the passing of her husband,
Milton Socolar

CaroLE WILSON, on the passing of her husband,
David Wilson
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LOOKING AT THE PAST TWO YEARS -
THROUGH THE LENS OF KOHELET

By RABBI JosH BErRAHA

To participate in the Jewish Conversation
is to be in constant dialogue with our
ancestors. Throughout the unfolding of
the pandemic the words of Ecclesiastes
(Kohelet in Hebrew) have echoed loudly
in my ears.

Who was Kohelet? He tells us he is the
“son of David, king in Jerusalem,” in other
words, Solomon. But biblical criticism
shows otherwise. More likely, Kohelet was
a fictional character, a mouthpiece for the
narrator to preach his message.

Kohelet’s mission is to make sense of
life. What does it mean to be a person?
How should I live? Unlike other biblical
narratives, the book reads like a work of
philosophy. Philosopher Kohelet does not
speak in prose or through story. He asks
life’s ultimate questions directly. “What
real value is there for a man in all the
gains he makes beneath the sun?” he asks.

In this quest for meaning and purpose,
Kohelet sounds like a modern existen-
tialist. He would not be out of place in a
smoky, French cafe, drinking coffee with
the likes of Sartre, Camus, and Simone De
Beauvoir, or hiking in the Swiss alps with
Friedrich Nietzsche.

That air of existential angst is reflected
in the way Kohelet does not look to tradi-
tion for answers. His approach is modern,
rational, and philosophical by way of per-
sonal observation. God plays a part in the
story, but is distant.

The rabbis of the rabbinic period kept
Kohelet at a safe distance. His message
was out of line with most of the rest of
scripture. In one
Talmudic debate,
the rabbis even ask
whether Kohelet
should be consid-
ered a sacred text.
But to our good
fortune, the book
wasn’t thrown out.
Despite its odd dif-
ferences with the
rest of the Bible,
it stayed in the
cannon.

So why does
Kohelet speak
to me right now,
in these months

before the two-year anniversary of the
beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic? The
answer is that Kohelet’s questions are
the exact questions raised by these past
two years: what should | prioritize? What
is most important in life? It’s true that
these queries were present in our lives
before Covid, but the pandemic created
a new kind of space to reflect on life in a
way we hadn’t before.

Peter Kreeft, professor of philosophy
at Boston College, writes that Kohelet
“rips off the cover and plunges our squea-
mish and reluctant eyes into this blinding
abyss. It is a revelation in a literal sense:

a revealing, an unveiling, an uncovering.
(Kohelet) blows our cover.”

Replace the word Kohelet with Covid.
How much did the past two years reveal?
Did not our recent experiences rip off the
cover and send us into a blinding abyss? If
we didn’t see before March of 2020, the
pandemic opened our eyes to a previously
hidden reality. Now we ask, like Kohelet-
is progress possible, or do we live at the
whim of too many powers beyond our
control? What is the way forward? Will
philosophy bring fulfilment? What about
pleasure, wealth, or power?

As Kohelet explores each of these
avenues as a source of fulfillment, he finds
himself still wanting. Maybe, he thinks, life
is senseless, like chasing after the wind.

But beyond anguish-or maybe along
with it-Kohelet does offer hope, and it is
this hope that speaks to me most.

Kohelet observes the world. He
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watches, and notices. He sees that we live
and we die, that we plant and we uproot.
There is light, and there is dark, and back
to light again. For this mysterious ances-
tor, none of life’s contradictions go unno-
ticed. But through the contradiction,
Kohelet finds comfort.

Given our lack of any real understand-
ing of the bigger picture, he says, we must
understand what we can control and what
is beyond human capabilities. In this way,
Kohelet is not only a proto- existential-
ist, but an optimist as well. The world may
be absurd, and seemingly meaningless,
but we can, he seems to say, transcend
the harshness of it all. We can be our own
creators, even if only because we have no
other choice.

In this season of Hanukkah, we light
our menorahs to displace the darkness
of the night. Will the light remain with us
indefinitely? Certainly not, and that’s okay.
As Kohelet teaches, life is full of complex-
ity, and it’s in our power to react to that
truth as best we can.
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