February 26, 2022
25 Adar I, 5782
Shabbat Vayachel/Shabbat Shekalim
It has been told to you, what is good, and what Adonai requires of you
Only to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8)

Asher Yatzar: Beautiful and Broken
Music and English lyrics by Dan Nichols
I thank You for my life, body and soul
Help me realize I am beautiful and whole
I’m perfect the way I am, and a little broken too
I will live each day as a gift I give to You.
Baruch Atah Adonai,
rofeih chol basar umafli laasot.

 ַאָתּה ְיָי%ָבּרוּ
.רוֵֹפא ָכל ָבָּשׂר וַּמְפִליא ַלֲעשוֹת

Blessed are you, Adonai, who heals all flesh, working wondrously.

Exodus שׁמוֹת
ְ 35

מֶ֔שׁה ֶאל־ׇכּל־ֲעַ֥דת ְבּ ֵֽני־
ֹ  ד ַו ֣יּ ֹאֶמר4 Moses said further to the whole
of Israelites:
מר ֶ֣זה ַהָדָּ֔בר ֲאֶשׁר־ִצ ָ֥וּה
ֹ ֑  ִיְשָׂרֵ֖אל ֵלאcommunity
This is what the Eternal has commanded:
מר׃
ֹ ֽ ְיה ָ֖וֹה ֵלא
 ה ְק֨חוּ ֵֽמִאְתֶּ֤כם ְתּרוָּמ֙ה ַֽליה ָ ֔וֹה ֹ֚כּל5 Take from among you gifts to the
everyone whose heart is so
 ְנ ִ֣דיב ִל֔בּוֹ ְיִביֶ֕אָה ֵ֖את ְתּרוַּ֣מת ְיה ָ֑וֹהEternal;
moved shall bring them—gifts for the
חֶשׁת׃
ֹ ֽ  ָזָ֥הב ָוֶ֖כֶסף וְּנEternal: gold, silver, and copper;
 ו וְּתֵ֧כֶלת ְוַא ְרָגָּ֛מן ְותוַֹ֥לַעת ָשׁ ִ֖ני ְוֵ֥שׁשׁ6 blue, purple, and crimson yarns, fine
 ְוִע ִֽזּים׃linen, and goats’ hair;
 ז ְוֹעֹ֨רת ֵאיִ֧לם ְמׇאָדִּ֛מים ְוֹעֹ֥רת7 tanned ram skins, dolphin skins, and
 ְתָּחִ֖שׁים ַוֲעֵ֥צי ִשִֽׁטּים׃acacia wood…

Haftarah for Vayachel: Proverbs 3:1-18
In parashat Vayakhel, the Israelites are instructed not to work on Shabbat, and in the
construction of the sanctuary. We read about details and lists of fine linens and precious metals
as well as gifts brought by the Israelites. This text from Proverbs provides a contrast: we are
reminded that what is truly precious is not material goods but rather wisdom and Torah. The text
from Proverbs also aligns with the text of Vayakhel in its encouragement to honor God with our
wealth (verse 9). The final verses, 17 and 18,1 should be familiar from the liturgy that we sing
when returning Torah to the ark.

 א ְ֭בִּני תּוָֹרִ֣תי ַאל־ִתְּשָׁ֑כּח ֝וִּמְצֹוַ֗תי1 My child, do not forget my teaching,
let your mind retain my
׃c ִיֹ֥צּר ִלֶֽבּbut
commandments;
 ָ֭יִמים וְּשׁ ֣נוֹת ַח ִ֑יּים%אֶר
ֹ ֣  ב ִ֤כּי2 For they will bestow on you length of
׃% ֝ ְוָשׁ ֗לוֹם יוִֹ֥סיפוּ ָֽלdays, years of life and well-being.
 ׇקְשֵׁ֥רםc ג ֶ֥חֶסד ֶוֱאֶ֗מת ַֽאל־ַ֫יַעְזֻ֥ב3 Let fidelity and steadfastness not leave
bind them about your throat, write
׃c ׇ֝כְּתֵ֗בם ַעל־֥לוַּח ִלֶֽבּc ַעל־ַגּ ְר ְגּרוֶֹ֑תיyou;
them on the tablet of your mind,
 ד וְּמָצא־ֵ֥חן ְוֵֽשֶׂכל־֑טוֹב ְבֵּעי ֵ֖ני4 And you will find favor and
in the eyes of God and
ִ֣הים ְוָאָֽדם׃h ֱאapprobation
humanity.
c ה ְבַּ֣טח ֶאל־ְ֭יהָוֹה ְבׇּכל־ִלֶ֑בּ5 Trust in the Eternal with all your heart,
do not rely on your own
 ַאל־ִתָּשֵּֽׁען׃c֗ ְוֶאל־ ֝ ִ֥בּיָנְתand
understanding.
 ָדֵ֑עהוּ ֝ ְו֗הוּא ְיַיֵ֥שּׁרc ו ְבׇּכל־ְדָּרֶ֥כי6 In all your ways acknowledge [God],
׃cחֶֽתי
ֹ א ְר
ֹ ֽ and [God] will make your paths smooth.
 ְיָ֥ראc ז ַאל־ְתִּ֣הי ָחָ֣כם ְבֵּעי ֶ֑ני7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; be in
 ֶאת־ְ֝יה ָ ֗וֹה ְו֣סוּר ֵמָֽרע׃awe of the Eternal and shun evil.
 ֝ ְוִשׁ֗קּוּיc ח ֭ ִרְפאוּת ְתִּ֣הי ְלׇשֶׁ֑רּ8 It will be a cure for your body, a tonic
׃c ְלַעְצמוֶֹֽתיfor your bones.
 ֝וֵּמֵראִ֗שׁיתc  ט ַכֵּ֣בּד ֶאת־ְ֭יהָוֹה ֵמהוֹ ֶ֑נ9 Honor the Eternal with your wealth,
׃c ׇכּל־ְתּבוָּאֶֽתwith the best of all your income,
 ָשָׂ֑בע ֝ ְוִתי֗רוֹשׁc י ְוִיָמְּל֣אוּ ֲאָסֶ֣מי10 And your barns will be filled with
 ִיְפֹֽרצוּ׃c ְיָקֶ֥ביgrain, your vats will burst with new wine.
 יא מוַּ֣סר ְ֭יהָוֹה ְבּ ִ֣ני ַאל־ִתְּמָ֑אס11 Do not reject the discipline of the
my child; do not abhor [God’s]
קץ ְבּתוַֹכְחֽתּוֹ׃
ֹ ֗  ְוַאל־ָ֝תּEternal,
rebuke.
 יב ִ֤כּי ֶ֥את־ֲאֶ֣שׁר ֶיֱאַ֣הב ְיה ָ֣וֹה יוֹ ִ֑כיַח12 For whom the Eternal loves, [God]
as a parent the child whom he
 ֝וְּכָ֗אב ֶאת־ֵ֥בּן ִי ְרֶֽצה׃rebukes,
favors.

 יג ַאְשֵׁ֣רי ָ֭אָדם ָמָ֣צא ׇחְכָ֑מה ֝ ְוָאָ֗דם13 Happy is the person who finds
the one who attains
 ָי ִ֥פיק ְתּבוּ ָֽנה׃wisdom,
understanding.
 יד ִ֤כּי ֣טוֹב ַ֭סְחָרהּ ִמְסַּחר־ָ֑כֶּסף14 Her (wisdom’s) value in trade is better
 ֝וֵּמָח֗רוּץ ְתּבוָּאָֽתהּ׃than silver, her yield, greater than gold.
c טו ְי ָ֣קָרה ִ֭היא ִמְפִּני ִ֑נים ְוׇכל־ֲ֝חָפֶ֗צי15 She is more precious than rubies; all
 ֣ל ֹא ִֽיְשׁווּ־ָֽבהּ׃of your goods cannot equal her.
ֹ ֣  טז16 In her right hand is length of days, in
 ָ֭יִמים ִֽבּיִמי ָ֑נהּ ִ֝בְּשׂמ ֹאוָ֗להּ%אֶר
 ֹ֣עֶשׁר ְוָכֽבוֹד׃her left, riches and honor.
 יז ְדָּרֶ֥כיָה ַד ְרֵכי־ֹ֑נַעם ְֽוׇכל־ְנִ֖תיבוֶֹ֣תיָה17 Her ways are pleasant ways, and all
 ָשֽׁלוֹם׃her paths, peaceful.
 יח ֵעץ־ַח ִ֣יּים ִ֭היא ַלַמֲּחִזי ִ֣קים ָ֑בּהּ18 She is a tree of life to those who grasp
and whoever holds on to her is
תְמֶ֥כיָה ְמֻאָֽשּׁר׃
ֹ  ְֽוher,
happy.
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