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Shabbat P’kudei 
It has been told to you, what is good, and what Adonai requires of you 

Only to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8) 

 
Elohai N’shama 
Music and English lyrics by Casey Prusher 
 

Elohai, n'shama shenatata bi, t'hora hi. .יא ה הִּ י, טְהוֹרָׁ ה בִּ תַתָׁ נָׁ ה שֶׁ מָׁ  אֱלֹהַי, נְשָׁ
My God, the soul You have given me is pure. 

 

Atah v'ratah, Atah y'tzartah, Atah n'fachtah bi. .י הּ בִּ ה נְפַחְתָׁ הּ, אַתָׁ ה יְצַרְתָׁ הּ, אַתָׁ אתָׁ ה בְרָׁ  אַתָׁ
You created me, You shaped me, You breathed me into life. 

 

Exodus מוֹת  40 שְׁ

 

ן  לג ָּ֣ שְכָׁ יב֙ לַמִּ בִּ ר סָׁ צ ֵ֗ חָׁ ת־הֶׁ ם אֶׁ ָָּּ֣֣קֶׁ וַיָׁ
עַר  ךְ שַָּ֣ סַַ֖ ת־מָׁ ן אֶׁ ת ֵּ֕ חַ וַיִּ זְב ֵּ֔ ר וְלַמִּ ֵ֑ צ  חָׁ הֶׁ

ה׃ ָֽ אכָׁ ת־הַמְלָׁ ה אֶׁ ַ֖ ל מֹשֶׁ  וַיְכַַ֥

33  And he set up the enclosure around 

the Tabernacle and the altar, and put up 

the screen for the gate of the enclosure. 

When Moses had finished the work, 

ד  לד ֵ֑ ל מוֹע  הֶׁ ת־אָֹּ֣ ַָּ֖֣ן אֶׁ נָׁ עָׁ ס הֶׁ וַיְכַַ֥
 ֵּ֔ וֹד יְהוָֹׁ ן׃וּכְבָּ֣ ָֽ שְכָׁ ת־הַמִּ א אֶׁ ַ֖ ל   ה מָׁ

34  the cloud covered the Tent of 

Meeting, and the Presence of the Eternal 

filled the Tabernacle.  

ל  לה הֶׁ ל־אָֹּ֣ בוֹא֙ אֶׁ ה לָׁ ל מֹשֵֶׁ֗ כָֹּ֣ וְלאֹ־יָׁ
וֹד  ֵָּ֑֣ן וּכְבָּ֣ נָׁ עָׁ יו הֶׁ ַ֖ לָׁ ן עָׁ כַַ֥ י־שָׁ ָֽ ד כִּ מוֹע ֵּ֔

ן׃ ָֽ שְכָׁ ת־הַמִּ א אֶׁ ַ֖ ל  ֵּ֔ה מָׁ  יְהוָֹׁ

35 Moses could not enter the Tent of 

Meeting, because the cloud had settled 

upon it and the Presence of the Eternal 

filled the Tabernacle. 

ן  לו שְכֵָּׁ֔ ל הַמִּ עַָּ֣ ן֙ מ  נָׁ עָׁ ָֽ ל֤וֹת הֶׁ עָׁ וּבְה 
ם׃ ָֽ יהֶׁ ל מַסְע  ל בְכַֹ֖ ֵ֑ א  שְרָׁ ָּ֣י יִּ וּ בְנ  סְעַ֖  יִּ

36 When the cloud lifted from the 

Tabernacle, the Israelites would set out, 

on their various journeys;  

וּ לז סְעֵּ֔ א יִּ ָֹּ֣ ֵָּ֑֣ן וְל נָׁ עָׁ ה הֶׁ ַ֖ לֶׁ א י עָׁ ַֹ֥ ם־ל וְאִּ
וֹ׃ לֹתָֽ עָׁ וֹם ה   עַד־יַ֖

37 but if the cloud did not lift, they would 

not set out until such time as it did lift.  

ם  לח ן֙ יוֹמֵָּׁ֔ שְכָׁ ל־הַמִּ ֤ה עַָֽ ן יְהוָֹׁ י֩ עֲנַַ֨ כִּ
ַ֥י  ינ  וֹ לְע  ה בֵ֑ יְלָׁ ַ֥ה לַַ֖ הְיֶׁ ש תִּ  וְא ֵּ֕

ם׃ ָֽ יהֶׁ ל בְכׇל־מַסְע  ַ֖ א  שְרָׁ ית־יִּ ָֽ  כׇל־ב 

38 For over the Tabernacle a cloud of the 

Eternal rested by day, and fire would 

appear in [the cloud] by night, in the 

view of all the house of Israel throughout 

their journeys. 
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Blessing Before the Haftarah Reading 

 
Blessed are you, Adonai our God, whose spirit inspired our prophets, and whose spirit inspires us 

to thoughtfully discern their words.  Each generation that has come before has taught and made 

our prophets words their own. Thank you for binah, understanding, and deah, knowledge: for the 

opportunity to choose the holy words that we pass on to the next generation. 

Haftarah for P’kudei: I Samuel 17:37-50 

We read the story of David and Goliath (referred to as “the Philistine”). In parashat P’kudei, 

there is a strong emphasis on the priestly garments. In this selection from 1 Samuel, we see 

David make a number of decisions about what to wear in battle. Ultimately, he chooses the 

clothing that feels most like him, and that leads to his comfort and success. 
 

י וַ  לז נִּ לַַ֜ צִּ ר הִּ ֵ֗ה אֲשֶַׁ֨ ד֒ יְהוָֹׁ וִּ ר֮ דָׁ יאֹמֶׁ
י  נִּ יל ֵּ֔ וּא יַצִּ ב הָּ֣ יַָּ֣ד הַדֵֹּ֔ י֙ וּמִּ אֲרִּ ָֽ יַ֤ד הָׁ מִּ

ֵ֑ה י הַזֶׁ ַ֖ שְתִּ יַַ֥ד הַפְלִּ א֤וּל  מִּ ר שָׁ אמֶׁ ַֹ֨ וַי
ךְ׃ ָֽ מָׁ ַ֥ה עִּ הְיֶׁ ה יִּ ַ֖ ךְ וַיהוָֹׁ ד֙ ל ֵּ֔ וִּ ל־דָׁ  אֶׁ

37 “The Eternal,” David went on, “who 

saved me from lion and bear will also 

save me from that Philistine.” “Then go,” 

Saul said to David, “and may the Eternal 

be with you!” 

יו  לח ד֙ מַדֵָּׁ֔ וִּ ת־דָׁ א֤וּל אֶׁ ש שָׁ וַיַלְב ַ֨
ש  ַ֥ וֹ וַיַלְב  ת עַל־ראֹשֵ֑ שֶׁ וֹבַע נְחַֹ֖ ן קַ֥ תַַ֛ וְנָׁ

וֹן׃ רְיָֽ וֹ שִּ  אֹתַ֖

38 Saul clothed David in his own 

garment; he placed a bronze helmet on 

his head and fastened a breastplate on 

him. 

ל  לט עַַ֨ וֹ מ  רְבַ֠ ת־חַַ֠ ד אֶׁ ָּ֣ וִּ ר דָׁ וַיַחְגָֹּ֣
ה֒  סָׁ א־נִּ ָֹֽ י ל ָּ֣ ת֮ כִּ כֶׁ לֶׁ ל לָׁ אֶׁ יו וַיָֹּ֣ לְמַדַָׁ֜
ל  א אוּכַַ֛ ַֹ֥ וּל ל אֵ֗ ל־שָׁ ד אֶׁ וִַּ֜ ר דָׁ אמֶׁ ַֹ֨ וַי

ת  כֶׁ ַ֥ לֶׁ ם לָׁ ַ֥ ר  י וַיְסִּ יתִּ ֵ֑ סִּ א נִּ ָֹּ֣ י ל ָּ֣ ה כִּ לֶׁ ַ֖ א  בָׁ
יו׃ ָֽ לָׁ עָׁ ד מ  ַ֖ וִּ  דָׁ

39 David girded his sword over his 

garment. Then he tried to walk; but he 

was not used to it. And David said to 

Saul, “I cannot walk in these, for I am not 

used to them.” So David took them off. 

וֹ   מ בְחַר־לָּ֣ וֹ וַיִּ דֵ֗ וֹ בְיָׁ ח מַקְלַ֜ קַַ֨ וַיִּ
חַל  ן־הַנַַּ֡ ָּ֣ים ׀ מִּ נִּ י־אֲבָׁ ָֽ ה חַלֻּק  ָּ֣ שָׁ חֲמִּ

וֹ  ר־לַ֛ ים אֲשֶׁ ִ֧ רֹעִּ י הָׁ כְלִַּ֨ ם בִּ ַ֠ תָׁ ם אַֹ֠ ָּ֣שֶׁ וַיָׁ
ל־ ש אֶׁ גַַ֖ וֹ וַיִּ דֵ֑ וֹ בְיָׁ וּט וְקַלְעָּ֣ וּבַיַלְקַ֖

י׃ ָֽ שְתִּ  הַפְלִּ

40 He took his stick, picked a few 

smooth stones from the wadi, put them in 

the pocket of his shepherd’s bag and, 

sling in hand, he went toward the 

Philistine. 

ב  מא ַ֖ ר  ךְ וְקָׁ ַ֥ י הֹל  ֵּ֔ שְתִּ ךְ֙ הַפְלִּ לֶׁ  וַי ֙
ָֽיו׃ נָׁ ַ֖ה לְפָׁ נָׁ א הַצִּ ַ֥ יש נֹש  ַ֛ אִּ ד וְהָׁ ֵ֑ וִּ ל־דָׁ  אֶׁ

41  The Philistine, meanwhile, was 

coming closer to David, preceded by his 

shield-bearer. 

ד   מב ַ֖ וִּ ת־דָׁ ה אֶׁ ַ֥ רְאֶׁ י וַיִּ ַ֛ שְתִּ ט הַפְלִּ ִ֧ וַיַב 
ם־ י עִּ ַ֖ עַר וְאַדְמֹנִּ ָּ֣ה נֵַּ֔ יָׁ י־הָׁ ָֽ ֵ֑הוּ כִּ בְז  וַיִּ

ה׃ ָֽ ה מַרְאֶׁ ַ֥  יְפ 

42 When the Philistine caught sight of 

David, he scorned him, for he was but a 

boy, ruddy and handsome. 

 
 



ב  מג לֶׁ ָּ֣ ד הֲכֶׁ וִֵּּ֔ ל־דָׁ י֙ אֶׁ שְתִּ ר הַפְלִּ אמֶׁ ֹ֤ וַי
וֹת  י בַמַקְלֵ֑ לַַ֖ א־א  ָֽ ה בָׁ ַ֥ י־אַתָׁ ָֽ י כִּ כִּ נֵֹּ֔ אָׁ

יו׃ ָֽ אלֹהָׁ ד ב  ַ֖ וִּ ת־דָׁ י אֶׁ ַ֛ שְתִּ ל הַפְלִּ ִ֧  וַיְקַל 

43 And the Philistine called out to David, 

“Am I a dog that you come against me 

with sticks?” The Philistine cursed David 

by his gods; 

ה   מד ָּ֣ ד לְכָׁ ֵ֑ וִּ ל־דָׁ י אֶׁ ַ֖ שְתִּ ר הַפְלִּ אמֶׁ ַֹ֥ וַי
וֹף  רְךֵּ֔ לְעַ֥ ָּ֣ ת־בְשָׁ ה֙ אֶׁ תְנָׁ י וְאֶׁ לֵַּ֔ א 
ה׃ ָֽ דֶׁ ת הַשָׁ הֱמַַ֥ ם וּלְבֶׁ יִּ מַַ֖   הַשָׁ

44 and the Philistine said to David, 

“Come here, and I will give your flesh to 

the birds of the sky and the beasts of the 

field.” 

ה֙  מה י אַתָׁ ֵּ֔ שְתִּ ל־הַפְלִּ ד֙ אֶׁ וִּ ר דָׁ אמֶׁ ֹ֤ וַי
וֹן  ידֵ֑ ית וּבְכִּ ָּ֣ ב וּבַחֲנִּ רֶׁ ַ֖ י בְחֶׁ לֵַּ֔ א א  ָּ֣ בָׁ

וֹת  אֵּ֔ ָּ֣ה צְבָׁ ם֙ יְהוָֹׁ יך בְש  לֵֶׁ֗ א־א  ָֽ י בָׁ ָּ֣ נֹכִּ וְאָׁ
וֹת  י מַעַרְכַ֥ ַ֛ ר אֱלֹה  ַ֥ ל אֲשֶׁ ַ֖ א  שְרָׁ יִּ

׃ פְתָׁ רַָֽ  ח 

45  David replied to the Philistine, “You 

come against me with sword and spear 

and javelin; but I come against you in the 

name of the Eternal of Hosts, the God of 

the ranks of Israel, whom you have 

defied. 

וֹם הַזֶַּׁ֡  מו י הַיָּ֣ דִַּ֜ ַ֨ה בְיָׁ רְך֩ יְהוָֹׁ ה יְסַגֶׁ
אשְך֙  ָֹֽ ת־ר י אֶׁ ֤ רֹתִּ ך וַהֲסִּ יתִֵּ֗ כִּ וְהִּ

ים֙  שְתִּ ֤ה פְלִּ ר מַחֲנ  גֶׁ ָּ֣ י פֶׁ ַ֜ תַתִּ יך וְנַָׁ֨ לֵֶּׁ֔ עָׁ מ 
ם וּלְחַיַָּ֣ת  יִּ מַַ֖ וֹף הַשָׁ ה לְעַ֥ וֹם הַזֵֶּׁ֔ הַיָּ֣

ַ֥ש  י י  ַ֛ ץ כִּ רֶׁ אֵָּׁ֔ ָָּֽ֣דְעוּ֙ כׇל־הָׁ ץ וְי  רֶׁ ֵ֑ אָׁ הָׁ
ל׃ ָֽ א  שְרָׁ ים לְיִּ ַ֖  אֱלֹהִּ

46 This very day the Eternal will deliver 

you into my hands. I will kill you and cut 

off your head; and I will give the 

carcasses of the Philistine camp to the 

birds of the sky and the beasts of the 

earth. All the earth shall know that there 

is a God in Israel. 

א  מז ַֹ֛ י־ל ה כִּ ל הַזֵֶּׁ֔ ָּ֣ הָׁ ָָּֽ֣דְעוּ֙ כׇל־הַקָׁ וְי 
י  ֤ ֵ֑ה כִּ יעַ יְהוָֹׁ ָּ֣ ית יְהוֹשִּ ַ֖ ב וּבַחֲנִּ רֶׁ ַ֥ בְחֶׁ
ם  ַ֖ תְכֶׁ ן אֶׁ תַַ֥ ה וְנָׁ מֵָּׁ֔ לְחָׁ ה֙ הַמִּ יהוָֹׁ לַָֽ

נוּ׃ ָֽ ד   בְיָׁ

47 And this whole assembly shall know 

that the Eternal can give victory without 

sword or spear. For the battle is the 

Eternal's, and God will deliver you into 

our hands. 

ךְ  מח ַ֥לֶׁ י וַי  ֵּ֔ שְתִּ ם הַפְלִּ ָּ֣ י־קָׁ ה֙ כִּ יָׁ וְהָׁ
ד  וִֵּּ֔ ר דָׁ ָּ֣ ד וַיְמַה  ֵ֑ וִּ את דָׁ קְרַָּ֣ ב לִּ קְרַַ֖ וַיִּ

י׃ ָֽ שְתִּ את הַפְלִּ קְרַַ֥ ה לִּ ַ֖ כָׁ ַָּ֥֣רׇץ הַמַעֲרָׁ  וַיָׁ

48 When the Philistine began to advance 

toward him again, David quickly ran up 

to the battle line to face the Philistine. 

י  מט לִּ ל־הַכֵֶׁ֗ וֹ אֶׁ דַ֜ ת־יָׁ ד אֶׁ וִַּ֨ שְלַח֩ דָׁ וַיִּ
ת־ ע וַיַַָּ֥֣ךְ אֶׁ ן֙ וַיְקַלֵַּ֔ בֶׁ ֙ ם אֶׁ ַ֥ שָׁ ח מִּ קַַ֨ וַיִּ

ן֙  בֶׁ ֙ אֶׁ ע הָׁ טְבַ֤ וֹ וַתִּ צְחֵ֑ ל־מִּ י אֶׁ ַ֖ שְתִּ הַפְלִּ
וֹ צְחֵּ֔ ה׃ בְמִּ רְצָׁ ָֽ ַ֖יו אָׁ נָׁ ל עַל־פָׁ פַֹ֥  וַיִּ

49 David put his hand into the bag; he 

took out a stone and slung it. It struck the 

Philistine in the forehead; the stone sank 

into his forehead, and he fell face down 

on the ground. 

שְתִּ  נ ן־הַפְלִּ ד מִּ ֤ וִּ ק דָׁ חֱזַַ֨ לַע וַיֶׁ ָּ֣ י֙ בַקֶׁ
הוּ  ֵ֑ ת  י וַיְמִּ ַ֖ שְתִּ ת־הַפְלִּ ן וַיַַָּ֥֣ךְ אֶׁ בֶׁ אֵֶּׁ֔ וּבָׁ

ד׃ ָֽ וִּ ין בְיַד־דָׁ ַ֥ ב א  רֶׁ ַ֖  וְחֶׁ

50 Thus David bested the Philistine with 

sling and stone; he struck him down and 

killed him. David had no sword... 

 

 

 



Blessing After the Haftarah Reading 

Thank you, O God, whose spirit inspired the prophets of old, and whose spirit inspires us to live 

with intention.  God, you call to us to be our best. You call us to justice and mercy and to care 

for the oppressed. Blessed are you, Adonai our God, who gives us the ability to discern, to live, 

to inspire and to do your work.   

 
 

Refuah Shleimah 
Emily Alpern-Fisch, Alan Appel, Ronni Behar, Ira Berlin, Randi Braverman, Michael Brenner, 

Ellen Buckley, Rose Burstin, Judith Chisholm, Barbara Cleveland, Sallylou Cloyd,  

Netanel Felber, Chelo Fournier, Marlene Garnett, Jeffrey Goodman, Richard Greenfield,  

Ezra Mac Grossman, David Hahn, Judy Hurvitz, Jennifer Jaye, Martha Lessman Katz,  

Joan Kupferberg, Wasu Lawal, Philip Levine, Stu Levine, Sam Levinson, Dan Lutenegger,  

Chris Mahle, Mildred Marin, Stephanie Mendez, Sophie Meyers, Lynda Mulhauser,  

Robin Parry, Rachel bat Chava, Lois Rosen, Eric Rosenberg, Rabbi Steve Sager,  

Sarah Golde bat Shifrah, David Scheever, Charles Schussheim, Cynthia Seymour, Sam Sinkler, 

Betty Ustun, Heather Weisman, Mimi Wolf 

 

  

We Remember a Few of Far Too Many Lives Lost to COVID-19  

T.S. Shanbhag, 84, secondhand bookstore owner, Bangalore, India  

Miriam Arlet Diaz, 29, receptionist who loved baking with nieces and nephews, Layton, Utah 

James Summers, 37, father of nine, Baltimore, Maryland 
 

We Remember Those Lost to Violence in Washington, DC  
Demetris Johnson, 21, SE DC; Michael Whitehead, 32, Hyattsville, MD 
 

Condolences  
Susan Maltz Schultz, cousin of Dean Brenner 
 

Shiva  
Stanley Talpers, brother-in-law of Helene and Gene Granof 
 

Shloshim 
Charles Kahn Jr.  
 

Yahrzeit 
Naomi Blumberg, Carley Broder, Lilyan Brown, Robert Brunner, Jane Busker, Elizabeth Claster, 

Thomas Coates. Lenore Coral, Leon Glick, Robert Jay Greene, Manya Grossman,  

Stephanie Hadley, Ruth A. Halpern, Ida Heftman, Stuart Kirsh, Anna Klinger, Gerald Liebenau, 

Gail Faber McDonald, Mildred Saracco, Betty Ann Schooler, David Schwartz, Eugene Seelig, 

Jerome Silver, Minnie Skoler, Susan Skoller, Minnie Steinberg, Freddie Traum, Albert Warren, 

Sylvia Waxman, Fred Wegner 

 
Hinei Ma Tov 

 
ה מַה נ  ים-טּוֹב וּמַה-הִּ עִּ  נָׁ

ים גַם ת אַחִּ בֶׁ חַד.-שֶׁ  יָׁ
Hinei ma tov u’ma na-im 

shevet achim gam yachad. 

How good it is; how sweet it is, to be together on this day.  
 

 


