


A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

Dear Temple Micah Members,

Join us Sunday, June 9 at 10 a.m. – in-person
at Temple Micah (snacks provided) or via
Zoom (BYOS) – for our annual membership
meeting. This is the one time of the year
that our entire community gathers together 
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As has been our tradition, there will be updates on Temple
programs and fiscal affairs, Rabbi Zemel will share his views
on the state of our synagogue, and I will provide a President's
Report. Importantly, we will hear from our Transition
Committee, which formed in January shortly after Rabbi Zemel
announced that he will retire in June 2025. They will update us
on the first six months of our transition plan, next steps, and
an upcoming year of celebrating and honoring Rabbi Zemel.

to focus on the state of our synagogue—what we have
achieved together over the past year, what challenges we
face, and what we have to look forward to in the year ahead. 

In addition, we will be electing five board members. The
nominations committee has put forth three current board
members for election to second terms and two new nominees
for election to first terms. If you are unable to be there in
person or Zoom to vote, I ask that you complete the absentee
ballot contained in this packet and return it by June 7. 



I am grateful to everyone who submitted a nomination and
to our nominations committee for their efforts to find the
right combination of talents from amongst the many
qualified submissions. 

Rielle Miller Gabriel
Board President
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I want to also thank my fellow board members for the
leadership they have demonstrated over the course of this
year. In particular, our two board members who are leaving
the board: Robin Rudowitz, who has served two terms on the
board (the past many years as chair of our finance
committee), and Evan Bloom, who has served one term and
spent the past two years as our board secretary. Additionally,
our Vice President, Brent Goldfarb, notified the Board that he
will be stepping back and will not serve as President in this
next year. I have agreed to continue as President for one
more year and continue preparing the Board for the
transition ahead.  

While we started the year on a high note—welcoming Rabbi
Slakman and celebrating our congregation’s 60th anniversary
—this year has dealt us challenges as well. We’ve had
numerous difficult conversations following Hamas’ attack on
October 7, and have explored who we are as we prepare to
transition to our future leadership. There is much to reflect
upon as a community. I hope to see you on June 9.

Warmly,



TABLE OF CONTENTS

3

Meeting Agenda ........................................... page 4

A Message from the
Nominating Committee ............................... page 5

Board Member
Nominee Biographies ................................. page 7

Absentee Ballot ........................................... page 12



MEETING AGENDA

4

 Call to Order1.
 President’s Report, Rielle Miller Gabriel2.
 Rabbi Daniel G. Zemel’s Report3.
 Report on Machon Micah, Sharon Tash4.
 Finance Report5.
 Transition Committee Report, Joshua Berman6.
 Nominating Committee Report, Roberta
Aronson and Dorian Friedman

7.

 Election of Directors8.
 Adjournment9.

June 9, 2024 | 10 a.m.



A MESSAGE FROM
OUR NOMINATING

COMMITTEE

In accordance with Temple Micah’s bylaws, the Nominating
Committee is pleased to announce its nominees for election
to next year’s Board of Directors:

Debra Kurshan (1st term)
Sunny Kaplan (1st term)
Susannah Nadler (2nd term)
Jennifer Oko (2nd term)
Noel Salinger (2nd term)

Attached are brief biographies of the Board nominees. The
election will be held at the Annual Membership Meeting on
June 9, 2024. 

The Temple’s bylaws establish the process for selecting
members of the Temple Board of Directors. The nominating
process began with the Board’s appointment of the
Nominating Committee, which is composed of Alison
Harwood, Jessica Leader, and Lindsey Bailet as
representatives from the congregation, and ourselves as
representatives of the Board. 
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Dear Temple Micah Members,



The Committee solicited nominations by reaching out to the
membership-at-large through the weekly email, reviewing
suggestions from past years and asking staff, the board, and
other committee chairs for their thoughts. 

We sought nominees who represent the breadth of Temple
Micah’s membership, who think critically and creatively, and
who have demonstrated leadership ability and a commitment
to the congregation.  For this year, we specifically sought
candidates with skills and an interest in budget and financial
management to help meet a need on our Board. 

We believe that this slate of candidates meets these criteria.
Two of the nominees will be serving on the Board for the first
time, and three of the nominees are current Board members
who are running for a second term. As we look toward our
congregation’s future, we are confident that each of them will
bring welcome talents, perspectives, and energy to the Board.

Roberta Aronson
Dorian Friedman
Co-Chairs, Nominating Committee

Sincerely,
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MEET OUR BOARD
MEMBER NOMINEES

Debra Kurshan
1st term

Debra joined Temple Micah in 2021. Currently she
serves as the Chief Operating Officer for Propel
America, a national nonprofit focused on helping
young adults obtain upwardly mobile jobs in
healthcare. Over her career, Debra has held a range 
of public and private positions including EY-Parthenon, New York City
Department of Education, and NASA, where she was a White House
Fellow. She started her career as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Ghana and
holds a BA from the University of Pennsylvania and an MBA from
Columbia University.  

She is originally from Roanoke, Virginia and lives in AU Park with her two
energetic boys, Robert and Joseph, along with her husband, Ben. When
not chasing after her boys, you can find her trying to find some peace
doing yoga or running.



Sunny Kaplan

My husband Peter and I began attending Temple
Micah in 1996 when we moved to DC after living in
Niger for three years where I was a Peace Corps
Volunteer. We knew we found our "home" with
Micah after being introduced to another woman
with his Danish last name of Kristensen! 
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1st term

We officially became members in 2011 after returning from several
years in Ghana, when our daughters Mia and Chloe (now 20 and 22)
began at Machon Micah and when I joined Meryl's adult B'Nai Torah
class (shout out to Class of 2013!). With no family in DC, we wanted our
daughters to be surrounded by a community of like-minded people who
exemplified Jewish values. I am proud to say that our daughter Mia is
now serving as Hillel president at her college. Micah has always been a
cornerstone of our life in DC, and during my time at Micah, I served on
the original leadership team of Sukkat Shalom and more recently, play
an active role with Beytenu. Our family joined the Temple Micah trip to
Israel led by Rabbi Zemel in December 2018, which was transformational
in our understanding of the country and region, and we are grateful for
the experience.

I've worked as a communications specialist at the World Bank for over
12 years, supporting a diversity of teams ranging from those combating
wildlife crime and conserving the Amazon rainforest, to those mobilizing
private investment in sustainable infrastructure. Previously, I worked as
a journalist, including at the Washington bureau of the LA Times (my
hometown newspaper). In my free time, I’m on the local trails with our
two dogs, fostering or volunteering with Lucky Dog Animal Rescue, doing
yoga, and honing my vegan cooking skills! It would be a privilege and
honor to serve on the Temple Micah Board.



Susannah Nadler

After growing up in New York City and graduating
from Wesleyan University, I moved to San Francisco
seeking adventure. I worked at a series of nonprofits
for the next five years, until my love of literature and
my growing sense that I wanted to be a teacher
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2nd term

urged me to move to DC in 2011 to get my MA in English from
Georgetown University. 

Since graduating with honors from Georgetown in 2013, I have been
teaching English to 9th- and 12th-grade students at St. Stephens & St.  
Agnes, a private Episcopal school in Alexandria. In 2018 I was recognized
for my commitment to promoting all aspects of student life, and I took on
the role of Associate Dean of Students. Since then I have balanced being an
administrator and being a teacher, and I have a deep love for both roles. 

My husband, Zach, and I joined Temple Micah shortly after we moved to
DC, and we were thrilled to find a synagogue that felt like home to us.
Rabbi Esther Lederman performed our  wedding in 2014, and since then
we have had two sons, Allen, who is three and a half, and Leo, who is one. 

We now live in Glover Park and we participate in the Micah community as
actively as we can, within the confines of parenting and the pandemic. I’m
honored to have the opportunity to give back to an institution that has
been an essential anchor for me and my family. 



Jennifer Oko

When my family joined Temple Micah over a
decade ago, my husband Michael and I were
looking for a warm, engaging  environment where
our kids could develop a strong sense of their
Jewish identity and where we could find a
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2nd term

In 2017, with a small group of Micah members, I helped to establish Sukkat
Shalom. Greeting the Rasoolis at the airport that October was one of the
greatest moments of my life, and I am so grateful for the friendships and
connections the group has given me within the Micah community. 

For the past three years, I have served on Temple Micah’s board, where I
have been involved with our membership and security committees, among
other things. In this complicated moment, I have found great comfort and
wisdom in Micah’s Israel-related conversations and programming, our
Roadmap conversations, and the events that have been organized for
families with college-bound kids in the current climate. 

Professionally, I am a novelist and filmmaker. I am a co-founder of the film
and video production company, Because Media. We are currently working
on two feature-length documentaries that will premiere sometime next
year, and my new novel will also be published in 2025. The next few years
will certainly bring lots of joy and loads of challenges, and I am comforted
to know that we will have our Temple Micah community as an anchor
through it all. Serving on the board has been a tremendous honor, and I
welcome the opportunity to continue to participate in it. 

community that felt like home. We chose well. Temple Micah has given us
so much. Jasper became a bar mitzvah in 2018, challenging Rabbi Crawley
on the laws of kashrut. Laila celebrated her bat mitzvah in 2020, early in the
pandemic. It was a deeply moving and meaningful experience.



Noel Salinger

Temple Micah has been central to my life since I
joined in 2010 midway through Meryl Wiener’s adult
B’nai Mitzvah class. I was called to the Torah in April
2011 with nine “classmates.” It was one of the most
profound and memorable days in my life. 
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2nd term

Since then, my engagement with Torah and the Temple Micah community
has only deepened. I have been a regular Torah Study participant and lead
discussion several times a year. I frequently attend Saturday shabbat
services and participate each summer in our wonderful lay-led services, as
service leader, Torah chanter and occasionally giving the d’var. More
recently I have been a “pop up “member of the choir.

In 2018, I retired after a 40+ year career in nonprofit development (that’s
Latin for fundraising) and I’ve been glad to offer Micah my two cents to
support its development efforts. In 2013, I worked on the campaign to
retire the Temple’s mortgage and joined the Development Committee
soon afterward. On the Committee, I’ve collaborated with colleagues to
establish the Legacy and Endowment funds and to initiate the Temple’s
planned giving program. 

As a Board member I have chaired the Development Committee since
2022 and worked on the initial planning timetable for the rabbinic
transition. Supporting the congregation during that transition will be one
of the most important responsibilities of the Board. It would be an honor
to serve the Temple as a member of the Board for another term.



This form may be completed online via ShulCloud.

Each of the following shall be entitled to vote:

 The individual member1.
 Or in the case of a family membership, each spouse or partner
shall have one vote

2.

ABSENTEE BALLOT2024
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ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS

Please select up to FIVE out of FIVE candidates for the board. 

Please type or sign your name below and return to Temple Micah
via email or mail by noon on Friday, June 7, 2024.

Name/Signature: _________________________________________________

Date:  _____________________________________________________________

Please return by noon on June 7, 2024

EMAIL: disa@templemicah.org

Temple Micah
2829 Wisconsin Ave NW
Washington, DC 20007

202-342-9175

Debra Kurshan
Sunny Kaplan
Susannah Nadler
Jennifer Oko
Noel Salinger

https://templemicah.shulcloud.com/form/absentee-ballot-2024-board-nominees.html
https://templemicah.shulcloud.com/form/absentee-ballot-2024-board-nominees.html
mailto:disa@templemicah.org

	Debra Kurshan: Off
	Sunny Kaplan: Off
	Susannah Nadler: Off
	Jennifer Oko: Off
	Noel Salinger: Off
	Date_af_date: 
	Name/Signature: 


