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A MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRESIDENT

Dear Temple Micah Members,

Join us Sunday, May 31 at 10 a.m. for our
annual membership meeting. You may join
us in person in the Social Hall or participate
by Zoom for this 90 -minute gathering. We
will focus on the current state of Temple
Micah and the promise we have for a bright future.

During the meeting, we will hold an election for four open seats
on the Board of Directors (three returning directors and one new
director). If you are unable to participate in person, please vote in
advance online or by completing the absentee ballot contained in
this packet and return it to the office by no later than May 26.
Please note this earlier date for electronic and absentee
voting. There will be no voting on Zoom.

Note: We are pleased to offer babysitting during the meeting.
Please be sure to register your children by Friday, May 29 and
arrive early to the meeting, so our Madrachim can attend to your
little ones.

During the meeting, we will focus on our theme of “We belong to
Temple Micah and Temple Micah belongs to us.” We will hear
about the fiscal affairs of Temple Micah and | will provide a
President’s report about this past year and what to expect
starting in July. This will include updates on our annual pledge


https://templemicah.shulcloud.com/form/absentee-ballot-2026-board-nominees.html
https://templemicah.shulcloud.com/form/5786/annualmeeting

efforts, as well as a report about the repairs to the building.
The leaders of Machon Micah will also provide a report on their
accomplishments for the year and their visions for the future.

Rabbis Beraha and Slakman will reflect on the past year and
speak to us about their hopes and dreams for the upcoming
year. And, we will be saying goodbye to Rabbi Tuling, our Interim
Rabbi, and hello to Rabbi Whitehead, our new Rabbinic Fellow as
of July 1.

Warmly,

]
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Roberta Aronson
Board President
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING AGENDA

May 31,2026 | 10 a.m.

1. Call to Order

2. President’s Report, Roberta Aronson

3. Recognition of Rabbi Tuling and Introduction
of Rabbi Whitehead

Rabbis’ Report

Report on Machon Micah

Finance Report

Nominating Committee Report

Election of Directors

Adjournment

O 0 Nk




A MESSAGE FROM
OUR NOMINATING
COMMITTEE

Dear Temple Micah Members,

In accordance with Temple Micah's bylaws, the Nominating
Committee is pleased to announce its nominees for election
to next year's Board of Directors:

Allie Palmer Baum
Dorian Friedman
Jamie Gardner
Benjamin Mark Moss

Attached are brief biographies of the Board nominees. The
election will be held at the Annual Membership Meeting on
May 31, 2026.

The Temple's bylaws establish the process for selecting
members of the Temple Board of Directors. The nominating
process began with the Board's appointment of the
Nominating Committee, whose members this year were Nicky
Goren, Olivia Ivey, and Selena Simmons-Duffin as
representatives from the congregation, and ourselves as
representatives of the Board.



Three of our nominees are seeking a second term and
demonstrated their commitment to leading Temple Micah
over the last three years. To fill the one open seat, the
Committee solicited nominations by reaching out to the
membership-at-large through the weekly email, reviewing
suggestions from past years and asking our clergy, staff, the
board, and other committee chairs for their thoughts.

We sought nominees who, in addition to representing the
breadth of Temple Micah’s membership and a commitment to
the congregation, have a set of skills related to development,
non-profit management and change management given this
current moment in time.

We believe that this slate of candidates meets these criteria.
As we look toward our congregation’s future, we are confident
that each of them will bring welcome talents, perspectives,
and energy to the Board.

Sincerely,

Aurie Hall
Debra Kurshan
Co-Chairs, Nominating Committee



MEET OUR BOARD
MEMBER NOMINEES

Allie Palmer Baum (1** Term)

| joined Temple Micah in 2023, immediately jumping
into every family-friendly activity with my husband,
Jake, and our sons, Ben (5) and Adam (3). Machon
Micah, Micah Mocha, and Tot Shabbat have become
the highlights of our weekends.

Currently, | am a Vice President of Campaigns and Programs at the Ad
Council, a national nonprofit that addresses America's most pressing issues
through social impact communications. My recent focus has been on
building out the organization's gun violence prevention portfolio. | hold a
BA from the University of Virginia and an MBA from Georgetown University.

| am originally from Boston and now live in Bethesda, where | can usually
be found training for my next race on the Capital Crescent Trail.



Dorian Friedman (2" term)

My husband Sander Lurie and | have been active
members of Temple Micah for 20+ years,

during which time we have found many ways to
practice the kind of “hopeful, inclusive

Judaism” that first drew us to this wonderful
community. Our daughter Mara attended the
machon, became a bat mitzvah, and made enduring
friendships here. | joined a succession of talented journalists as a co-editor
of the Vine. But my most meaningful engagement has been serving as a
member of the leadership team of Sukkat Shalom, Micah’s support group
for immigrants and refugees. It has been a privilege to help resettle several
Afghan families with the generous support of the Micah community and,
more recently, to fight the inhumane treatment of our immigrant
neighbors—social action that embodies our deepest Jewish values.

In my professional life, | have been a reporter at U.S. News & World Report, a
Senate legislative aide, and a communications executive at two nonprofits
focused on strengthening families and addressing poverty and inequality. |
currently enjoy my freelance work with The Washington Monthly magazine
and a PBS/NPR affiliate in New York.

It would be my honor to continue serving our Micah community as a
member of your Board of Directors.



Jamie Gardner (2" term)

We have been members of Temple Micah for more = = §
than twenty years. My husband, Jonathan Stern, first
attended Micah when it was still in Southwest many ¢
years before that. Our children, Ben and Rebecca,
were in Machon Micah from kindergarten through
high school, became b'nai mitzvah at Micah, sang in
the youth choir, ate bagels on Sunday mornings and collected underwear. |
served on the Cantor search committees and cooked with Micah Cooks.
Our family has enjoyed learning from and laughing with the thoughtful,
spiritual, progressive, and fascinating people at Micah - members, clergy,
staff, teachers, and friends. Temple Micah is a special place.

| retired last year after more than 40 years practicing law, first as a public
defender in the District of Columbia for more than a decade followed by
several years teaching in law school criminal defense clinical programs,
and then in private practice focusing on white collar criminal defense with
an active pro bono practice. | served on the Board of Trustees of the
Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia, including as Board
Chair, and currently serve on the Board of Directors of the Washington
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs, where | was
previously a Co-Chair of the Board.

| have been honored to serve as a member of the Temple Mich Board for
the past three years and to work with the dedicated and talented members
of the Board and the incredible clergy and staff.



Benjamin Mark Moss (2"¥ Term)

In the early 2010s you may have seen me hanging
around Temple Micah and mistaken me for my
brother Danny Moss, who worked with Micah kids
and teens for a few years before going on to
become a rabbi.

I'm grateful he introduced my wife Rachael and me to this amazing
community, where we've now been members for the past 16 years. In that
time Rachael and | have volunteered at the book fair and organized
community events with a focus on reducing food waste; we've met lifelong
friends through studying Mussar, had surprisingly good luck at the auction
raffle, made connections in the Next Dor and then Storefront communities,
and most recently, we've engaged in the Young Family Shabbat and
Machon communities with our son Jay. In addition, from 2010 to 2020 |
served on the Micah House board, and for the past few years | served as a
member of the House and Cantor Search committees and then on the
Board. Rachael and | continue to be amazed by the energy and
thoughtfulness in the Micah community.

Professionally, | am a government attorney, and | also teach law school
courses in immigration and trial and appellate skills practice. Through
Micah friends | have also come to volunteer on the George Washington
University Hospital Ethics Committee, which provides bioethics advice to
patients, families, and providers facing difficult situations. | am honored to
be considered for reelection to the Temple Micah Board of Directors,
where | have had the honor of serving as Treasurer for the past two years
of my current three-year term. If you vote to reelect me to the Board (and
for that matter even if you don't), I hope you will tell me about what you
love the most about Micah and what you want Micah to be.
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Acis YD 2026 ABSENTEE BALLOT

\/k This form may be completed online via ShulCloud.

Each of the following shall be entitled to vote:

1. The individual member

2. Or in the case of a family membership, each spouse or partner
shall have one vote

ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS
Please select up to FOUR out of FOUR candidates for the board.

(] Allie Palmer Baum
(] Dorian Friedman
[ ] Jamie Gardner

[J Benjamin Mark Moss

Please type or sign your name below and return to Temple Micah
via email or mail by Tuesday, May 26, 2026.

Name/Signature:

Date:

Please return by Tuesday, May 26, 2026

EMAIL: info@templemicah.org.

Temple Micah
2829 Wisconsin Ave NW
Washington, DC 20007

202-342-9175


https://templemicah.shulcloud.com/form/absentee-ballot-2026-board-nominees.html
https://templemicah.shulcloud.com/form/absentee-ballot-2026-board-nominees.html
mailto:info@templemicah.org
mailto:disa@templemicah.org

2829 Wisconsin Ave NW, Washington DC 20007
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